TRC votes unanimously to protect Redwood Park; from FEP newsletter, July 2022.

Protect Redwood Park update

The following is taken from the agenda of the Toowoomba Regional Council Environment
and Community Committee meeting,

Available from Environment_and Community Committee - 15 June 2022 - Report.pdf
(toowoombaregionalcouncil.com.au) which includes the Redleaf Environmental (2021)
Environmental constraints and opportunities assessment: Jubilee and Redwood Parks,
prepared for Toowoomba Regional Council.

15 June 2022.
Item No. 05;

...As anticipated the assessment reports have highlighted a range of regulated vegetation and
protected wildlife habitat which is present in both Jubilee Park and Redwood Park. Based on
reviews of the report and Council discussions it is considered that progression of mountain
bike trail development works in Jubilee Park will be possible with mitigation, avoidance, or
trail modifications. The values of regulated vegetation and protected wildlife and cultural
heritage values identified in Redwood Park are considered of such diversity to be of
sufficient reason to not progress the development of additional mountain bike trails in
Redwood Park to ensure that the Flora and Fauna and Cultural Heritage of Redwood
Park is protected for future generations.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Note the Environmental constraints and opportunities assessment Jubilee and Redwood
Parks (2021)

Attachment:

1; Protected Flora Survey Report for Redwood and Jubilee Parks (2021)
Attachment

2; Fauna Survey Report Redwood and Jubilee Parks (2022)
Attachment

3; Preliminary Cultural Heritage and Native Title Duty of Care Assessment (2022)

2. Not support the provision of additional mountain bike trails in Redwood Park which were
previously included in the Toowoomba and Lockyer Valley Escarpment Mountain Bike
Master Plan 2019-26, in recognition of the significant range of environmental and cultural
heritage values identified in the environmental reports.

3. Investigate alternative route opportunities in order to provide trail linkages from the
Toowoomba Region into the township of Withcott in the Lockyer Valley Region to ensure
the future development of a nationally significant bike trail network of up to 100 kms.

4. Progress to the detailed design phase of mountain bike trails in Jubilee Park which will
include any required environmental investigations and cultural heritage assessments.



5. Give consideration in the formulation of future operational budgets for the ongoing
maintenance of the mountain bike areas in accordance with the Toowoomba and Lockyer
Valley Escarpment Mountain Bike Master Plan 2019-26.

REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION

To ensure that the Flora and Fauna and Cultural Heritage of Jubilee Park and Redwood
Park are
protected for future generations

The environmental reports related to Redwood Park identified the presence of a range of
species that could be impacted by the development of the proposed mountain bike network.
Some potential impacts were highlighted in relation to habitat of protected wildlife including
the Powerful Owl, Koala, Glossy Black Cockatoo, Collared Delma and Echidna.

Some areas of regulated Category B vegetation were also identified as potentially impacted.
Although a range of avoidance and mitigation strategies could be implemented to minimise
and reduce impacts, some concerns regarding potential construction impacts remained.

Due to the range of environmental and cultural heritage values present in Redwood Park, it is
considered that removal of the proposed new mountain bike trails in Redwood Park is an
appropriate action in order to achieve a responsible outcome to the necessary protection of
environmental and cultural heritage values...

The following is a link to the YouTube video of the Toowoomba Regional Council removing
Redwood Park from the MT Bike Master Plan. It was copied from the council's on-line video
with other agenda items removed. It is about 35 minutes long
https://youtu.be/GW7wUScaVOM

The Save Redwood Park committee and supporters are extremely indebted to everyone
who helped in the campaign and are grateful to the Toowoomba Regional Councillors
and Mayor for proceeding with the Redleaf Environmental report for advice.




