
From: Darling Downs Environment Council info@ddec.org.au
Subject: DDEC's March Newsletter

Date: 6 March 2026 at 2:02 pm

 
Welcome to our March 2026 newsletter! It’s been a busy and inspiring start to the year at the
Darling Downs Environment Council, with so many opportunities for learning, action, and
connection.
 
We’re excited to welcome new volunteers and student placements to our team—your
energy, curiosity, and commitment are what make our work possible. Thank you for joining us
in protecting our region’s environment and strengthening community action.
 
Upcoming DDEC Events:

Ecopella: Sing for the Trees – RSVP for this Saturday and raise your voice for our
local green spaces.
Clean Up Australia Day & Pizza at Gowrie Creek – Saturday, 7 March, 4–6 PM. Join
us to remove rubbish from the creek, share a meal, and discuss the next steps for the
Greening Toowoomba tree planting vision.
Forest Fever Disco & Gourmet BBQ Fundraiser – Saturday, 11 April at Wilsonton
Lutheran Church Hall. Boogie for trees, enjoy classic tunes, and support Protect Trees
Toowoomba.

DDEC Updates & Resources:

Our Region, Our Energy Future Booklet – A practical guide for understanding
renewable energy projects in the Darling Downs and Granite Belt. Printed copies are
free and available for community distribution.
Homes and Trees Forum Recap – Insights from the 4 March forum on balancing
housing growth with tree protection for cooler, healthier, and more liveable
communities. Recording and fact sheets are available online.
Koala Map Posters & Tea Towels – Huge thanks to Alex for creating these beautiful
local koala habitat maps. Available for purchase to support our tree and wildlife
protection work.

Community Initiatives:

LUCI Autumn Walk, Glossy Black Cockatoo workshops, and Fire Management
workshops offer hands-on opportunities to learn about local ecosystems and
sustainable land management.
Imagining 2040: Pathways to Flourishing Futures podcast invites reflection on
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Imagining 2040: Pathways to Flourishing Futures podcast invites reflection on
sustainable futures for our communities.
Campaigns such as Make Polluters Pay and Protect Native Woodlands highlight
avenues for advocacy and action in climate justice and habitat protection.

Finally, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our Committee Members, whose guidance,
dedication, and leadership underpin every project, forum, and campaign we undertake. Your
commitment allows us to continue making a meaningful impact across the Darling Downs.
 
We hope to see many of you at our upcoming events and encourage everyone to get
involved in our programs, workshops, and campaigns. Together, we can continue to nurture a
greener, healthier, and more resilient region.
 
In solidarity,
Ahri Tallon
Coordinator, Darling Downs Environment Council

DDEC Events

Ecopella: Sing for the Trees



RSVP for this Saturday here

Clean Up Australia Day and Pizza at Gowrie Creek
Event

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm38yUKOuXx7Zyr9mE7O5wPsIiMCY7zWLvL_LQ6DExxo6avOIm0-ehuXqY1IWHFpuGkQ9jkAJMCYr4y0M0KmpYW3SraKJFpA_suC9DGGAbJMHjWHkYr58u57MyH3vXuQULYWJ2sVb-DAR5vDJHiYwMll7C75wfHFNf2MgfJhLmgy_iRwxdpHO7daOrGd6E_ZzhMr7UR13ThM8xN77MieAIWxgnN6mBXE-905joE9KpaXZO8h4A0zhciKjCbgodSjr5qOQBFLRSq6Q3zJm1ws5fULs/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h0/h001.j9sa4KPreqCMYxC3muLZzsz_hCbSe4_MgULOINtwXaQ


Join us to collect rubbish out of the Gowrie creek and its banks.

Start: Saturday, March 07, 2026•04:00 PM
End: Saturday, March 07, 2026•06:00 PM
Location: World Gym Car Park • 59 Brook St, Toowoomba City QLD 4350, Toowoomba,
4350 AU
Host contact info: 0455619454

We will have bags, gloves, etc but please wear long sleeves and pants, and ideally gum
boots as well.
We will have pizza and socialise at the end of the event.

We will also take this opportunity to discuss the next steps for Greening Toowoomba's
vision to plant more trees in our region. Come along or get in touch if you are
interested to be involved and cannot make it.

RSVP Here

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwof_yzY23HujVEBNwq_QegVU_uUi-PvuiShOIJdoo6G6V1NRtMZ-oOmIod0DKc9l4VRSkbygoES3zzvYVEDLGliE4iPD20j0_JnYzO6qGr13SmnULxlAU-rV8OieVB6kpBVJ8iEznoeb51oPJf_f2KW8MvXT12Fav3HbDjuJodfKywnBjRoKnRMghqmU8wHbQYlN7yPW_cn7hahZ6LV2dqP1YxyAGpOv8Njtc5XudTB6A-uApiXN_Y8lxvmHZ1uHXICDItEiw_V69aS7o1xT_J4eNJk9hQMoXoeVpfIUhpO1l4R5_a3ll1Vbs8VbGOuqAwg/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h1/h001.P6xLmO9pmQIqM9NWxCO3ZWzjPTyy0zVmlO-Lk_vEflY


Protect Trees Toowoomba Fundraiser: Forest Fever Disco
and Gourmet BBQ

Join us for a dance at Wilsonton Lutheran Church Hall on the 11th of April to raise money 
for protecting our trees in Toowoomba. Branch out and boogie!! There will be separate
space for the gourmet BBQ. Music will also be 60s, 70s and 80s themed for the golden
oldies!'

Buy tickets here!

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39ispmPgnyBeLzstfRs0GcNQN9EsmgHpHp4LMx9euA86e_cK8DadOCzv6ICw34QBBgH8lC2oKaDlnWIe0TNVYwnnnu-j2inW4feEV6ubnogx4CPhARACnV_CkemHwLT40vhYj1B_-AJhj-EeLfX9JTHzQWKVOhnE6jjBH0zy8AsmMjKqKdyjEsHH0cApF3bv9s1B9U1xLiZ143t6Wt6Y-uKexbxcxXow_dAyevR_clSXZrfNBA3_3zWmpcie32MvwN_YLvRpIYpa5t1GpuUPczn/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h2/h001.vaOGbBrB-ckxGXndkz_PxPSJ1jiifRLLZlVMsjXHR00


DDEC Updates

Our Region, Our Energy Future Booklet

The Darling Downs Environment Council are pleased to share the release of Our Region, Our
Energy Future, a new A5 booklet developed as part of the Renewables Done
Right education campaign for the Darling Downs and Granite Belt.

The booklet responds directly to questions raised by local communities about large-scale
renewable energy projects — including planning processes, co-existence with agriculture,
management of impacts on landscapes and wildlife, community benefits, end-of-life and
decommissioning. It is designed as a practical, accessible resource to support informed
community conversations as renewable energy development continues across our region.
Printed copies of the booklet are now available free of charge. You can:

View or download the booklet online
Request free copies to collect at DDEC or by post if you are not local
Order bundles for community distribution
Sign up for email updates from the Renewables Done Right education campaign
Donate to support the project

All of these options are available via the Renewables Done Right website.

We are also seeking suggestions for local businesses, community organisations,
libraries, neighbourhood centres, or other public-facing venues that may be willing to
host a small booklet holder. If you know of places that would be interested, we would
welcome your recommendations.

This resource has been developed collaboratively by members and volunteers from the
Darling Downs Environment Council and the Granite Belt Sustainable Action Network, with
the aim of supporting respectful, evidence-based discussion about renewable energy in our
region.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW1GJm7fH52LAiTq9C8yR9M_hhdwiOkoKwWXwFHvCiVI4-Z3lsqudqEtjNqUeorU0fOb7G0bRgg_fdOFT38t0ssB3vZu-p-Cxs3FgZHvvK6jUO-WZK7vL-Bdx6MLWj7ituCm2NQ1ZhXlbgf0C1DFOmPXbC-rCjAkW3I9pDDOTYmtcF2kaUR2Ac7JY9LmAl2xECcbBgjD2YyzCSOIWDI06ioPnGbzuA971wladae-xc8ATuiohGeajgrQO6_97UWowPWW0wVjfanqik45A7AF5aw5ViQRfg9vEuyRyYr0MtY7M/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h3/h001.usblJ2jEuw8dXlND_Bnexzp4cCkr4hU7uAtyoc0r7yo
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hWwGamPY7W-vS4bGbFoLcGE_goybYzUFubWM_2Su_UtRTB2mn4omCfd6O2-IUF0ohV4wWlHRrxXt-A5QIoBzPD4NcNuNrZz8H4Y12WukSgS3kMIlZ8VlsXXHBCmhCqlB8QMYYPVeqw_kqyw0Ya63oHZvyYdbEi76zuWMhlIFvqP5he9w3_4K_cE7rulti27jnu2YrSvWa6TBC1DaPBUYpm1kFMk6EpZ_mtB-BBstw4CzuSu7FC55jNbQ_gL_kEcDvZg59ZPY5SWAoaAZzsIW97DUHG1WbqUiYt_k2JGeCnKOjX3gV5UiI53OVHkCLceJG5CZdopc_JcZAk6GsWF8EnLo/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h4/h001.31cWnttFk4Xb0U8HlrThuPenmQMJe2kvT6GvljBfzDM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hWwGamPY7W-vS4bGbFoLcGE_goybYzUFubWM_2Su_UtRTB2mn4omCfd6O2-IUF0ohV4wWlHRrxXt-A5QIoBzPD4NcNuNrZz8H4Y12WukSgS3kMIlZ8VlsXXHBCmhCqlB8QI_X8hso588KOBRbLnw4FuIWj4wRP0ipww70IJWkZ_BOkRVdsNKN8Lj5lu85dn0mgmzybhHze2XWC6tb82RPUWO3zAYSVWCeoEp-XeCxMtOjlU4ErnGFd1-brCHOJeGMiPMqPIt5XAL1m0t_kPOXYdyBe-uS_FUu8alUJTcmaahOY9hU_VV8V0_fjFRO3iXQd0_TeKuNxbKbXnIOrtHTdig/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h5/h001.DVKhIdJ1gdbcOUU_7e0k3yqiT0nFZHvCFFEVg6vP7kE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.X6XUC7u8ppFLNtMO_55SZs2zNpl2um_nzpfwyYlkJcHB6tFS6eoZdSPzZXhRAcfPRD7iPMHJjiWU_lMHlk6pcBUbIX98mDiblaCoUFytQY6S4Agyu25ojFynuno7_fw8FJCaGlI8lyXj0hc0YexLOYKh9whJS8rRlxLKmc8PhJYeVRvxpxcqtOKRzBzBPrewlHlzJGTijJA7DmC6KjSZ2CMJkmzvWbn7bKzWh65kXqfUq0W5iJED__U3go8Y9-61xYquWEyk-9bWlexjBn2LrQ/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h6/h001.Fa90ddKklhe0Lj_zGwits7V_uPBepdRAvkcW2Zpg0Zw
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW5wrfHMr_HGK8W-UzSgdXCCOA5rXFjnWI9s0XBHX7YQDdYgOPrhbrT7K-SpmD3xUP7Q5qoKR5986Hgt9uvkH8WM4NKjMx2_MEL6xCBs09iFckbtlFZn1p_ZSum-VIVPK6pyTjTfF87lKXV21cJXrZe3zmvySmlZiBuZ6h-cuzFD3_vf-VJeOVoRTZQtHYnpg1t8L5q2lx3YQRaEjZ34aFoGPxbHOL0I6jPe2lswiudHiPwl1sYeQ9-FJwsoOykVTOw/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h7/h001.uM4xRtsO6t_r6A7rBOlG6G2qKoYoZd5PShIRqa-UjFU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.X6XUC7u8ppFLNtMO_55SZs2zNpl2um_nzpfwyYlkJcFys7JhL3jcbqHQi8RFizlvz3vQ3EEmC70YVieqjN4AamzmupGkLSam695lQOROzFfr0hU1kukARPhu3aeX1lkGnsB9EX4cmT-MCC5PfthDZMRotDP8NIlZ_43Grq6jXHU7BG2XUNySthmJs3ITkxjGX-CaNs8FAu8rv2QIBbcMTXiLIR1aVQz_7_NgDsIUgKVp1zZ80hsRm5FZi8zyOCvTiRurfp4d0sjFG_sJ05tUUA/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h8/h001.WfskuKnDFGXqeyjwGKYrqujNfMAr-a-QuCF_VWnT0NI


Blog for DDEC' replies to feedback

This blog post serves as a direct response to recent criticisms regarding DDEC’s renewables
booklet, clarifying that the information provided is based on existing legislative frameworks
and factual operational data. By addressing concerns ranging from the limitations of
environmental offsets to the nuances of energy costs and supply chain safety, the text
emphasizes that DDEC advocates for renewables as a more sustainable alternative while
acknowledging the necessity of ongoing regulatory oversight. Ultimately, the blog reinforces
that while no industrial development is without risk, transparent mitigation strategies and
technical improvements remain the most effective path forward for the energy transition.

For those interested in reading the blog, a link of the full blog is included below:
https://ddec.org.au/renewables-feedback-feb/

Homes and Trees: Planning a Liveable Toowoomba Region

The “Homes and Trees: Planning a Liveable Toowoomba Region” Forum was held on
Wednesday, 4th of March, highlighting the growing need to balance housing development
with the protection of trees and green spaces as the region continues to grow. The discussion
focused on, urban canopy protection, sustainable development, and long-term planning for 
the region, and on how thoughtful planning can help create neighbourhoods that are cooler,
healthier and more liveable for the community in Toowoomba.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW_neGvQzQpzZ-oW_Ula513kLjotIOgMV7QJ1BsOjpJhcYIZOY3lvrWI_kO2GqWgtL1cVW9lg7DgB0X7nuzLbs6Iwb8psSiuS7AIMn6lXgzMvWiJYduo24mtIq05KEgFGPW3GoyXn2fwg-gC5QoDKAD6SNoXTVNfRZOQNpSsgRpRqXoNPOtAdQCrrrX0rHlEclcy-uAPab2BSVpxS-b1EVq7LxX6fHoWvyL2rQnfuQ_gK/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h9/h001.vxjFFNiPA9Y_uCwTPvk3Tt7infp9tm75yZ4-fk6SGiQ


Check out the housing affordability, tree protections and local government fact sheet we
produced here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F8h-XStkvjTRNTGi930UxrnDraEZ1skR/view?
usp=sharing

For those interested in learning more, a recording of the forum is available, and the YouTube
link will be included below:
https://youtu.be/thPPx-nzJ98?si=UyJEgBJWVG45hPUt

Youtube Link

Seven News Coverage

Artistic Downs Region Koala Map Posters and Tea Towels

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Alex for creating this incredible map 
representing koala habitats in our Darling Downs region. Your expertise and attention to 
detail are greatly appreciated, this map is incredible!! 

You can now buy these maps as posters $6 and tea towels $20 to help raise funds for 
our work to protect trees and Koalas. 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVZiCw9e1CjoAxuXDVyOgvBKfIBuzSlQx4Ntl--Y_AFUtWVeecsWMQbO0FAV5390WpOPqrAoZfMbil7bbBHMCKBODJX1iQpqvdgYBY359naL5Pwh9m46W8VWdgOZV24hlv8lTA9EaLvhT81H12WaGxlKK445zN0LLo9U5Slcdw0p7Ef0Yq-WW6EEfA0WJjvQo5h1aSHtAv69VkNHS_b24-ksVR7uSssl2CaWdTtt9XL3GTL40WdnHuqI_nm4AJaghg/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h12/h001.qCrGCBEVXWd8cpVOGYAmnMVdZA0WpfM2HC4i7P5F8Ig
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMctRoxlFO9O82fTB5zU1O8GPkAXCAoaQpnaAhVMA6ooKTqagMqym43kPuQZrVf7O9tEJVMm5FC8JTc9rVkTbGvXOgohtJysfN5stWBV6mTmY3OYx5bukEXTRdOTDIk6JvBmMxSi3qnHcrge3dGX5JyIZelvTFOIgvDQLZOv0P3NawEnTmgvTGPJCg2p4yD78Csv_SDhwByV9sThUv3CgO4Agq-9i6SzqRi8UD4LRR2nU59pz7Q9EydhJDHUXiXoDyxTq_BDKGdXYbHUQJYTWOIYKdf3NiR548YAXC-sGR4QZnEVpJdZdLGyQ7WDE6nSelUUtW8nFWAHRzDhDP6xSPMZhQk3YdwZWkv7hAka2HoWomro-bV2OiAf5YrmGFHDBZQ/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h13/h001.zdPFh5Z6mNlJ4XAVCVHEj_fOA4m1dA-reVuXbWVR-L4
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW1GJm7fH52LAiTq9C8yR9M9mtlpmXS5CrdflBjintZQ79qpbcobPNf-AKBEZSfKLwumLW7r4zdaxtDiIrqtyzwpZ9fHBVBqaHRaJfHNJ-uXbrphIu_ExedW5J8FSDoTkk_r-3y_arsMtIZmmNhT8YnHwe0p2FOWOTcJIKhDqsLX6ARqZnD-UGnTzQlelwCJpsSLcE6D77hR9CIYiSasXcv3pPYalln3dR2FOIFRgOXQdnDuyymhkdRKq3dLp30xHYvrFJ7-hY18QdY5qiqxQpiU939mKQUDEDg2bvdEzOBMzxcpg7UELxXdzDf90Brammw/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h10/h001.vZ8VTUk5CjbRx2LMV6Ba05-IszL6tgHxJCRKNcnVgeQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.Khhv6i-A6kGAx4x-ts_8moaUSh2QS4tqH_d5LvP40N793NEJI0NFvxM4y9w0UN1oQoczOYldUqpnoJRbqsVbEfX-nCm_wMsRtc1S5XObov9pm58GP_whsNI8aOxXfxh2eeuQmjE695Dd_t-iktpt9fbS_pVsAY_BEUmFOxhbzS5CnowHsQ9Tl8k71IYNsF_GeROGkmgG4aI-NoLZXMHJ1ZWC8Xll2myU1p7kDCs4kU8exnhl-K849zPs0JcUJuoQAOMfqWYdKXI3xsR0kaVVKsoTx-kD183c1_YCWWzQZYg/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h11/h001.pmMWglOdCu5_eqDgri1j66D4RV1oGJG6vWCPxC_3q68


Early Description of the Toowoomba Valley Landscape

An account by Archibald Meston provides a historical description of the landscape where
Toowoomba now stands. Recalling a time around 1869, Meston describes how groups
travelled over the Range into a valley that was then dominated by a long, narrow swamp filled
with reeds and large flag rushes, known as “Cambooya.”

According to the account, a small watercourse ran through the centre of the swamp, forming
deep pools and waterholes that supported wildlife such as freshwater mullet and crayfish.
The wetland was bordered by dense vegetation, including tea trees and leptospermum,



The wetland was bordered by dense vegetation, including tea trees and leptospermum,
illustrating the rich ecological landscape that existed in the area before urban development.

For those interested in the original wording of this historical account, I have attached the text
below for you to read.

Read full text here

Community Events

Up Coming Lockyer Uplands Catchment Initiative
Events as part of Bunyas to Borders

LUCI Autumn Walk, Saturday 14th March, 8:30am-11:30am at a 950ha
nature refuge property at Townson

Martin Bennett will walk us through some of the several ecosystems on this
property e.g. ecosystems of basaltic origin with Ironbarks and Yellowbox;
Ironbarks, Blue gums and Apples; a very interesting Heath and Rock Pavement;
and deep gullies with Brushbox and Eucalyptus canopy with rainforest species.

Landholder Dom will provide a talk on his sustainable farming (grazing)
methods and how it is better for the land. 

Book your place and for further details contact LUCI walk coordinator Kath Finch.

 
A community workshop on Glossy Black Cockatoo Breeding and Nesting
Behaviour as part of the B2B Corridor project 

Ecologist Mike Barth, will talk about Glossy Black behaviour and habitat needs
during the breeding season (February-August) and threats to breeding success.
Find out how you can participate in a Glossy Black feeding and nest site
monitoring project.

A choice of attending the workshop at either Killarney on Saturday
21st March, 2:00pm or at Ravensbourne on Sunday 22nd March,
9:00am (see attached flyers). 
Refreshments provided

Registration is essential as numbers will be limited – Killarney https://events.humanitix.com/glossy-black-cockatoo-workshop-
killarney or Ravensbourne https://events.humanitix.com/glossy-black-cockatoo-workshop-ravensbourne   For further
information contact Mitchell Roberts, B2B Coordinator.

 

A community workshop on Fire management in grassy woodlands:  Science
and practice workshop,  Saturday 11th April, 9:30am-11:30am, venue tba

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW1GJm7fH52LAiTq9C8yR9M_HzWlNAeNgq3CuU_CM5RzImVPjsvlmpObDG2I9jL8i5if9FcJdhiZY0gdp1_QX2-4jPKg2jOVOkKUGyiV_r9tUV2_OH6rtDHYn6ICxIy1F3QMoI-KWSIOUKq2LfTA8ak6WclW8mL9Z6mFDDizEB9QBd8WtCXgFK7wdPuld7mLqrJw229nnKbQUqO8lv8EF9JLwt7ylD8r9CnGeljLtr8XnkD80nEkDyNyFAq8zEeuzT7ClMp_7xuJ8cup9qZUrVR2XCnPfg1_2gq-WhOYMXftBxGxop9f7oMbl59rnQZE-mA/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h14/h001.cOb2mDbZM3XWVvqUja15_EyVOLkO4IE5MMnBj5ihjQs
mailto:fauna@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.HV-T5b9C6Y6Pisqo-P4Pmw9cKDnVpxB3e_lAJDeQmVefgpvoqqc0dqL_bSUwd-By-LJxLG-2-S3Dw5V3fiVzJkJYRGk7mbRp6H2NKXr1f99ifh3vFMgTt3q2bF4CBCHkKoZvSs6-5XyTbQ1aJQ8WfM8LSu4ohLOdC06wISBkxf2BX0BUT4gPiZOTB7MZN0wtFmDlZb5pHT-rxzzQEPISYkDo43QK-q481wSvVaCN5qCfPyRFEYBFj-09gmhUR5nfNyqup1b_8-rkrJS3ZRhFpxyhOMSTiUuT2W3l87HjqFDudRELtTUUIjXplStdpmWD/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h15/h001.WUc4GYev9oZGGcHHpZzglekPGYc-MJczdGOTx5PCJsw
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.HV-T5b9C6Y6Pisqo-P4Pmw9cKDnVpxB3e_lAJDeQmVefgpvoqqc0dqL_bSUwd-By-LJxLG-2-S3Dw5V3fiVzJo7dML-r_pXphWTYB491M4M3lki-NIMsYuRkCarABcC6uusF8PIvwcPh-AWO8aOyzOcQnBxOOoGhyvs4yqAiPRaz_cebd5_BboEB-r6GyldSIyjgPlE-TUadW_qtbH10WYJ0GRK2py1E_lD8n0CEPgIakwB8m5VlPwOpDx25XaBPZoklXETOFydgJZ7-eqkcd8WXyFeLbQx0lKLmXKR_kWo3nLGYJmLim_CYzhf0Tllx/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h16/h001.u18skkb_rdQWkPJXYIhzaBBdZ2MPXDm2US7GQLiOo7Y
mailto:b2b@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au


and practice workshop,  Saturday 11th April, 9:30am-11:30am, venue tba

Presenters UQ’s Dr Annabel Smith and Danyel Wolff (Turner Family
Foundation) have been undertaking on-ground fire research over the past
couple of years at Hidden Vale. 
Learn how different natives and exotics respond to different fire regimes and
applications for your property management. 
Morning tea provided and attendance is free for LUCI members and $10 for non-
LUCI members. 

Bookings essential.  For further information contact LUCI.

Sponsorship Opportunities: 2026 State Landcare
Conference

Sponsorship opportunities are now open for the 2026 State Landcare Conference, taking
place 16–17 October 2026 in Murray Bridge. Hosted by All Occasions Group on behalf of the
organising committee, the conference will bring together landholders, environmental leaders,
researchers, industry representatives, community groups and policymakers committed to
building resilient landscapes across South Australia.

The event provides a unique platform for collaboration across community, science, industry
and government, highlighting the vital role that Landcare Australia and the broader Landcare
movement play in protecting natural resources, strengthening biodiversity and supporting
sustainable agricultural systems.

Organisations are invited to partner with the conference to showcase innovation in
sustainable land management, connect with key decision-makers and demonstrate
leadership in environmental responsibility. Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities are
available for organisations working in areas such as sustainability, agriculture, natural
resource management, renewable energy, biodiversity conservation and regional
development.

Those interested in supporting Landcare’s future are encouraged to explore partnership
opportunities and access the Sponsorship Prospectus via the conference webpage.

NAIDOC Week

mailto:fauna@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au




Make Big Polluters Pay Campaign

Tipping point is a dedicated climate justice organisation; their new community initiative
advocates for coal and gas cooperations to pay for the climate damage their pollution is
causing.

If you are passionate about developing community power in a climate impacted world, then
join their online campaign.

The event will run on March 11th from 5:50-6:45pm on zoom. Make polluters pay!!

For those interested in knowing and joining the online campaign, the link is below:
https://www.makebigpolluterspay.org.au/

Apology day workshop

For More Information

RSVP

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3eoz4V4ct4JSAn-dPcYEnR-7IEF2Vhi2ZbrEnn8xZp9mmyMTWPkd7JPbptvZFBCqFLVGPEPoSYZZZ9rgRFhhEblkjAsbJU9D7OcVP3SuioVmOODuVwpT-BRRxDJEpI-dY-Lk3ckAdpEN6U1udNQSLa38w7mXYaDmvh_PQppPPyDNV5gW8B8-lS9fP_2y5rnD7ig_4qKsJ7Y_V7LpCEMJKAaV3IouHCStpw3Wgq-JBGWUr_y-5IT58hbUnACU1wrQYg/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h18/h001.Z39PE72qV_wi5X8rDTjW2Q7Ot-5_Eh5dKSnxFfMrjsE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVDYWY7bkB_oSSz10YHlkniDq61YTIhanBs9DDIVB2VhVfmrgkJPeF5VNkjsANWWWXSWpT9XmIc79SVmTbNYd1FTa-r7WN92AyVunwiYap4VgROoS992bKL_-BlqDLQwpj3unh5YmIS4DEC7dRFFuwhbya6szXHxX9LkWHQowl8OZmr7OuqqDi7H1d_vYbNZHWEmg1L4lMi9DqaM5Tn8mbKA-lKE5WqHPxSabcKM5lFLnGrx9dunQm0LQm9XyeDOwQ/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h17/h001.2soyvdIDwTc3HpSH3iaW34iP_zWZaMMWe4o3G5yVjOg


Assist With Rainforest Gully Near the Buru Dain Dan Eco
Hut!

Volunteer with Friends of Escarpment to assist with weed control at Rainforest Gully next 
door to the DDEC Eco Hut. Rainforest Gully is at risk of being taken over by weeds, 
please volunteer to restore the beautiful natural place; equipment provided. The event 
will begin on Friday the 6th of March, following that it will be hosted on the first and third 
Friday of the month. The event will run from 8:30 - 11:00am, followed by morning tea at 
the Buru Dain Dan Eco Hut. 

Redwood Madeira Weed Challenge 

The latest Redwood Madeira Weed Challenge is running from 7:00-10:00am on Saturday 
the 7th of March!! Madeira is spreading rapidly, please volunteer to help clear Madeira to 
protect our local ecosystems, your contributions are greatly appreciated. 

Register Now!

Invitation: Launch of “Make Polluters Pay” Campaign

Tipping Point is hosting an online launch event for a new community-driven campaign aimed
at ensuring coal and gas companies are held accountable for the climate damage caused by
their pollution. The initiative, developed over the past 18 months through collaboration with
grassroots networks and movement partners, focuses on building community power to win
climate compensation and real benefits for affected communities.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVVslY2gkUitnXxWw__k1YYb3FicNPpZ_3cxT__r1jDduntuTaZgGXPmcxxKNa7OshusyHp4Vf98Ajy5h3qlvVMbW8zgu-m3foErfqfG7lM7W4gEXLfbjgp5dA8Fo3fbHZOyjZrg1N9qca-Iw5zbQysdGTamzOgga7UTL-vmkR5_sXGPjhy0zp6s53eAN0Ea9DHzJfUx0nY6IiPLcIA4IioYR5qyykSA3zGvtHMrKjsz6CCZGaeNvQSTunHnZJaN1oPV1xKVbVQLn9rHBTYnGcs/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h19/h001.qyU3-N4Lhhsf62kcWG86UIqNVwI1D9zl1j3k5jjD0aA


climate compensation and real benefits for affected communities.

 When: Wednesday 11 March
 Time: 5:30–6:45pm (QLD)
 Where: Online

During the launch, participants will learn how a “polluters pay” approach can create political
momentum for stronger climate action, how local councils can play a key role in community
organising, and how community-led council motions can help drive change from the ground
up. The session will also provide opportunities to connect with others in your region and
explore ways to get involved locally.

Community members, organisers and supporters are encouraged to attend and be part of the
growing movement to phase out coal and gas while supporting communities on the frontlines
of climate impacts.

RSVP on the NQCC website to join the event:
Tipping Point is hosting an online launch event for a new community-driven campaign aimed
at ensuring coal and gas companies are held accountable for the climate damage caused by
their pollution. The initiative, developed over the past 18 months through collaboration with
grassroots networks and movement partners, focuses on building community power to win
climate compensation and real benefits for affected communities.

 When: Wednesday 11 March
 Time: 5:30–6:45pm (QLD)
 Where: Online

RSVP Here

Community Updates

Imagining 2040: Pathways to Flourishing Futures

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUhTOeoS9mr1lkn-YxRj9lT33M8r_w2v5yUFrfIGHgZG_a2hGUAk576PF_KsV2yuITgMT6bpvp6eY4DgCxNFy0LcxIWV53DDQ0LlihE0p7OItHYEr6e5j7T4GXOohysPmqmXpJc-XPYQubH5e30BjdI-xzAWxmyzuLDgG2OyuiZgVszOmGgF6ZvXgzUiMWdEIRZIA8D3WNaNnDUr7eqC9dhRCIDRaY9Psucy5RN1pRksmnsLS18ZTlFUUqe1ORe84MsfvYdH8qg2cbyBS_-viDM/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h20/h001.1alQPH_uMMCXs4KN2zI2ZYuZ-Hjo62U2t2ddilSTa5Y


Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment (HOPE) Inc. has launched the Imagining
2040 – Pathways to Flourishing Futures podcast series, inviting Australians to reflect on what
a thriving and sustainable future could look like by 2040.

The series creates space for hopeful conversations about environmental and social
challenges, encouraging citizens, community leaders, educators and decision-makers to
explore how collective action can shape a more just, resilient and sustainable Australia. By
highlighting diverse voices and practical ideas, the podcast emphasises that meaningful
change happens through many small actions taken together.

Through accessible discussions and community-focused storytelling, Imagining 2040 aims to
inspire reflection, strengthen public imagination and support citizen-led advocacy for a
flourishing future for people, communities and the environment.

Interested in learning more? You can find the website and podcast series at this link:
https://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/continuing-imagining-2040-pathways-to-a-flourishing-
futures-podcast-series/#:~:text=In response to an encouraging,by actively enriching the
conversation.

Koala Alliance Calls for Stronger Protections in Queensland

A coalition of conservation organisations and community groups has urged the Queensland
Government to strengthen its proposed koala conservation strategy to better protect the
state’s declining koala populations. In a letter to Environment Minister Andrew Powell, the
Queensland Koala Alliance welcomed the government’s focus on koala conservation but
warned that the current plan lacks the scale, enforceable protections and long-term funding
needed to halt population decline.

The alliance highlights habitat loss and fragmentation as the biggest threats to koalas and is
calling for stronger measures, including a ban on clearing core koala habitat, expanded
conservation efforts beyond South East Queensland, and increased investment in habitat
restoration and wildlife corridors. The group also emphasises the importance of partnering
with First Nations Traditional Owners, expanding Indigenous ranger programs, and improving
scientific monitoring and public reporting of koala populations.

With the 2032 Summer Olympics approaching in Brisbane, the alliance says the moment
presents a critical opportunity to safeguard one of Australia’s most iconic species before
international visitors arrive. The coalition is seeking to work collaboratively with government to

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.NV3IV8RXB3BPG-RgoenRihLZt-RDgJGhPp_E21sPLpvnmAjxGQvCBt9sh3A-J1FbQ2VNCGjQMgNKjhzlrrkIFeEfFM3NBSMtleiCkilBIHCJbE5IJzs_2wCfHTDQ1KrBwHemhWpVDGs0jkX7XpnlhKucM3cXVwXPllRDoLdgx1_KaxStcNxZrwD5nqGi59QUuoGjYVe3iNLsJEybAMPuaqIWJSRitABwdMpf7_eXzeXu3JLhKtCHfP3ny7v1XMXijrQ61GZIG4wJ_eR0ofKHzZE0Dc-OhbBMwYVFtxzDpBTRMLdom2pvuTtZRHEN6xYYoPwsx1T9C2mVkIgLSzOentTehtfrpkda6RnieIRfLfKuZDHjI3rPjtAoR643LRdi4xBgPPsforITHtobrJX8pW5i97RYfzZOGDR9BJ-tZm1XMVriR4VJMHyLbFuOTci8jAKM-ATPIH7U0G6xhtRH_A/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h21/h001.DeXKKVQijfEPPlrtLQKmqXfw8IxwUYReZXq2g1oOBNM


ensure the strategy delivers real, lasting outcomes for koalas and Queensland’s ecosystems.

Interested in learning more and taking action to protect koalas? Visit our Alliance page on the
Queensland Conservation Council (QCC) website:
https://www.queenslandconservation.org.au/

Protect Our Birdlife from Rat Poison

Scientists have released the findings of a study into the cause of death of Masked Owls
collected across Perth.

All 13 birds from the south-west and three from metropolitan Perth, had been exposed to
long-lasting 'second generation' anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs), commonly known as
'one-dose kills' poisons available in common household brands.

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) is currently seeking
submissions on the proposed regulation of dangerous rat poisons that kill wildlife. Join us in
calling for all SGARs to be removed from public sale, to protect our wildlife into the future.

Sign the Birdlife Petition

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.xqm-apKpWqGuZCDDu9wrxW00FoAMjuDwG2q0TwvXm3O1IEHxtNAydJN9FkHdMI8T5AbvkjcjGRuRSqJRjC-y2fV6xx179SwAuCvXdKNApOEkba3GlMo0IRQ8er8LJa7ZSjBi2Ujfg2xKndBxSy2JiUMNDybriG9LB778kY6eF5qfrtVIrcXcvRWpH39ne5Lgx5uuHVWCYrQ6qUjLuKMj7549mXcFzREb47cdBIxfv9QqpAJyxVUSzACgUjqVNBXeHKymtFsQzG-inXyjBN_jyBIc-bsE7cAcwDM_gKml88XyIwI3fhoLxhS6mo7w3UN1mJ_xJ91hk34sWJHRhBH2ya4S1VET4qMNITgu9_4FM6Q9699eXxvtzSDy5cRyFTrP2fPM6cY6sY9mILG8cyrVGA/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h23/h001.nBl2Ob2Us3GtQU0b8SoMGUczLtLq2mR--eONDRfrkFQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUzBOWAT6Q8Uyk7_l7OyFwO5mtD10_Q8sASM9qGRz_Xc39Wr1fAZOpDFC0XZFvpTuwz2khOiamvESDr8dpjtI_hNIPggnvwkm-_whlJ08iCJrKof0mTV1SCXgb4LL3hOTG6_Mlp6TWpZRYKoBHBC-5Ax7aU8yA0pPwieNMgazngk8Vu78L4b_zVgSTCQ5PGNky1roNuAD4m32w-rQDoXzfjv0MOSpV7FoIf9glnnF91IZEuWExGGvTBhsIG9cnMYSA/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h22/h001.Bmqwp0I4iriXMrT-cWy5L9oYhPF9iKAqcO6e_RVhZnc


Fix our feed- From Teach Us Consent

Social media is a tool that was designed to bring people together; today, its algorithm
promotes misogyny, causes political polarisation and a tidal wave of mental health challenges
and loneliness. The algorithm is designed to maximise engagment, provoking strong
emotional reactions, this is creating new levels of exposure to prejudice mindsets and
behaviours.

23 minutes for a new account posing as a teenage boy to receive misogynistic content. 73%
of Gen Z have received misogynistic content. Teenage boys have recently overtaken men as
the most likely perpetrators of child sexual abuse. In the past year sexual violence has
increased by 10% in Australia. This is not a coincidence.

We plead with the Australian Government to implement a required ‘opt-out’ option to
algorithms on social media. Restoring user agency and consent is crucial to the safety of
social media users and society.

Sign the letter to our Prime Minister Anthony Albanese to ‘Fix Our Feed’.

Sign The Letter

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUMSorG5NeNCgx7yvO2jQZAU0-jZybRquOIVM6hDQlR13TBXQxZ2huFK4LmH2u8xeeym3wmdt9WGrpzJ0j1Rse0oVokzkG07eEQQuaULOTtYTFp3Vo2THJb3dByZhxyIzi_Yoz82Cxs7FyZ6yvFCKLml3voEag5ZLuXu2lVkeXwIfmKialmwfnl6MXkcYLPL7AuWpXLsZIm8eXXBf_aXAVMwcbFOwwy0ae09Mu75KM0A5nZ19qogLUyOmYDEzkednQ/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h24/h001.jDSAIkeeyBqVuiomv7ceNMKwite-iI5GhlaKVNdNMRY


Join Groundswell and Vote for DDEC to Get $40k

Groundswell Giving has released It’s Up To Us, a powerful new guide designed for
philanthropists ready to increase their impact in climate action. The publication highlights
emerging trends in climate philanthropy and offers practical guidance on how donors can
invest strategically to support transformative solutions.

With the global climate window rapidly closing, the guide stresses the urgency of mobilising
greater philanthropic support to strengthen the climate movement and challenge the influence
of the fossil fuel industry. Without a significant increase in climate funding, efforts to shift
political, corporate and social momentum toward stabilising global heating may fall short.

To help drive meaningful action, Groundswell provides a range of opportunities for funders to
get involved — including lifetime memberships, a Major Giving Circle that co-funds high-
impact climate initiatives, and immersive learning trips with climate experts and fellow
philanthropists.

For those ready to take their climate giving to the next level, It’s Up To Us is both a call to
action and a roadmap for investing in the solutions our planet urgently needs.

Interested in kowing more? The website link is below:
https://www.groundswellgiving.org/its-up-to-us-report

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMdyAAJec0T4FYxjzOKtPPWT26_QYyJ62KiLGojTHguMTM8LWBgJUUJcNCWMW5Q8hSBqRO45XcLgG6yZqbVg4TtUclCS1TSTftUiMYU3Wicklsa_0MNAquA5cTbSXsR_JvJNTslPi8Ma6eAH9yhWnpaUQhXMqTHBOyJaDCSIQpCw_PL9GCTQPfZkcbuXg7pkAC7V3AoNaJqXjkCnf2xFCrGzTCWoFZEJ7vgg-IlUVmJC_vCAHCc0BUmBFb6QADCBJmhsPq_H0eq8N92KYovUhOSc/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h25/h001.Sf43GhIDakhMpsxIu57ErcA3K289-YkY3e6kSHDhiY8


How to start your energy transition journey?

Step 1: Audit and Compare (Cost: $0)

The Utility Bill: Check your bill for the "Could you save money on another plan?" box.
Retailers are legally required to show their cheapest offer.
Energy Made Easy: Use the federal Energy Made Easy website to compare your
actual usage against every available plan in your area.

Step 2: Low-Hanging Fruit (Cost: Low)

Seal the Leaks: Use draught stoppers ("snakes") and weatherstripping for doors and
windows. This can cut heating/cooling costs by 25%.
Laundry & Bath: * Wash clothes in cold water (saves 80% of laundry energy).
Install a low-flow showerhead and a kitchen tap aerator.
Vampire Power: Plug your TV and entertainment gear into a power board with a master
switch to kill "standby" power instantly.

Step 3: Major Efficiency Upgrades (Cost: Medium-High)

Hot Water: Swap a resistive electric heater for a Heat Pump Hot Water system. It uses
roughly one-third of the electricity for the same amount of hot water.
Insulation: If you own your home, top up your ceiling insulation. It can reduce climate
control bills by 15–20%.

Step 4: Right-Sized Technology (Cost: High)

Solar PV: Install a system sized to your daytime needs first.
Battery Sizing: Don't just buy the biggest one. Calculate your average overnight usage
(Daily Imports ÷ 30) and add 20%.

Note for 2026: From May 1st, government rebates (the Cheaper Home Batteries Program)
will begin to "taper" for systems larger than 14 kWh. Staying under 14 kWh often provides the
best value-for-money.



Read more about energy transition here:
https://www.essentialenergy.com.au/our-network/future-energy/energy-
transition#:~:text=Everyone has a role to,and generation (rooftop solar).

Condamine Climate Smart Grazing

The Growing Climate Smart Grazing in the Condamine River Basin project is a four-year
initiative delivered by Southern Queensland Landscapes and funded by the Australian
Government through the Natural Heritage Trust under the Climate-Smart Agriculture
Program. The project aims to help landholders in the Condamine River Basin develop more
sustainable, productive, and climate-resilient grazing systems. It provides on-ground support,
training, and collaboration with First Nations partners to improve land management practices,
increase soil carbon, enhance ground cover, and strengthen the long-term health of
agricultural landscapes.

The program supports practical actions such as improved grazing management, pasture

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.NV3IV8RXB3BPG-RgoenRiorgJKmbfChneJtn07h2nWIHtleILlntl112pZjbCWK-DyMt3LFikaw_4G8fmd0LST6mTjTBcsGrNa7wB1ONnJZk8T_w0jPoPVfEQ6hA9AXBJZLkugVJnf4t1o2zaGyMvoRVZkfnjydn02GhAduJ0Pbu7tUXvAfnnT17MCJdJiKuyaxAqHYWOxQLfjpY61ODVqk9bF5R1lKXrCEMvcIr8rVJxWE1HWErzEGB_ogv0oUAc6xABplUiNfLyZsnhA5fAd88pwTDd4vF3ySH43CHUIQU1hJxHxszPiIy5gTuuyLh_NJJ63KFKZeLKFc9t42slQx4IhuAJCGTXsmZJzomnFA3Sg7S_zmZTaenFJlsDrj6uUdzfbnEPFn9D2x1AW2QEHfoc8J0Q91PJzset6Z99gU/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h26/h001.2JOwsfZPBxRBc7V7VeCG9wdaoCcX5gl2R9sFDoW92rU


The program supports practical actions such as improved grazing management, pasture
upgrades, innovative ground cover strategies, better water management, and the use of
traditional First Nations cool-burning techniques to regenerate pasture and reduce bushfire
risk. Landholders can also attend workshops and field days to build knowledge and learn
about opportunities in emerging carbon and biodiversity markets. Overall, the project focuses
on improving environmental outcomes while supporting farm productivity and long-term
sustainability in the region. 

Interested in knowing more, see the link of Southern Queensland Landscape below:
https://www.sqlandscapes.org.au/Growing-Climate-Smart-Grazing-in-the-Condamine-River-
Basin

Developer Donations Ban Under Review: What It Means for
Queensland

Queensland’s ban on political donations from property developers may be lifted. This is a
move the state’s corruption watchdog warns could increase corruption risk.
According to the ABC, the Queensland Crime and Corruption Commission says removing the
ban could reopen pathways for undue political influence, particularly in planning and
development decisions.
The ban was introduced to prevent conflicts of interest following past corruption cases and
has been a key safeguard for transparency in government.
With growing development pressure across the state, integrity experts warn that weakening
donation laws could undermine public trust and impact community and environmental
outcomes.
Staying informed and engaged is essential as this issue continues to unfold.

Read More

TRC’s Community Grants Revitalised

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMeJdPuEmn7D7xCLPriU0wk7pPPUB6Tj8wUqJ8IhrVH1bmK2DVN0ECaD-CjtgTb9OBIZNAtdpKUFqKHFh1_94UUrt_qce_3_6sB3IjPn_avOBiO0SwgRiMPNa50VfH_V0H45zJaSwLh0JdkERJ3KRkHvr_hvVGZ_k8xDnSoaZ0GV0QtutZNR4ymZKEwTgIhZkx8ufK6w1MpU_TGlHE3GAigicak7jECWYvm8sTsBqfYhUhynRiK4dhJ4oxxJm_qyzzMm30v3bLbTuny0oHzSv-f2AnijXUKoIQkxxNHcRRLeAECKELlJwArZ7MD9fDUPJ_A/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h28/h001.JWj-80-WNDUxg3hT1WmNY5ZD6oNNyLqaOfpyZ3FWPAY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfKCNv-RmRxcF5GHsNUKCCVzQSZX4nPHVW0IobabvJKejG9Eo3Cb-zHj5m585YSEUUE_IyKeHEhdH8HCiB_kxewe3NQ33yBlWpnwwgvudluFqqziYFA4-UrvwD4_dVu5tKHHc5CVwxJwjVrin2j3V1GnktEXeUjIufwC4eqNrRxakRf9Qowa3KlqYVOM94cekGkmUv_BZN0kfMjYAqDS9FOhF6qVBkrM6rUu6_xSDkN86yE_RqGmgVvuZTlpTUjinO2tYjOVMas3SzrbQI49b7tFQLbFzqoXi4FpxyjRQ12uo-Y5eb63puWY4XpprcqGcA/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h27/h001.WwGL_ptBEbdnsBADJQ-eA0Fm2woHkXb9xA5piS762tk


Toowoomba Regional Council has endorsed a simplified and revitalised Community Grants
Program, making it easier for eligible community and not-for-profit groups to apply for funding.

From the 2026/27 financial year, Council will move to one clear Community Grants Policy
and Guideline, replacing multiple former grant programs with a streamlined application
process. Applications for the new funding round open on 1 July 2026.

The updated program introduces clear funding categories:

Micro grants: up to $1,000
Minor grants: $1,001–$10,000
Major grants: $10,001 and above

The new approach removes previous funding caps, offers clearer guidelines, and prioritises
fairness, transparency and accessibility—particularly for regional applicants. Preference will
be given to new applicants and projects that support community connection, partnerships,
facility upgrades or new services.

Community information sessions will be held in March and April, with application support
available through Council’s Grants & Sponsorship Officer and Community Development
Officers.

Learn More on Council’s Website 

The Quarterly Quail: Summer Highlights (Feb 2026)

We’re pleased to share the latest update from the Birds on Farms Lockyer-Toowoomba
project, delivered in partnership with BirdLife Australia.

Since December, the team has completed 23 bird surveys across 10 local properties,
recording an impressive 226 individual birds. The most commonly observed species was the
Noisy Miner, followed by Torresian Crow and Red-backed Fairy-wren, highlighting both the
diversity and challenges within our regional landscapes.

Project Highlights:

Camera & Acoustic Monitoring Success:

A major highlight was footage of a Black-breasted Buttonquail pair with two chicks, an
exciting and encouraging record.
Audio monitoring detected species including Barn Owls, Sacred Kingfishers, Leaden
Flycatchers and Lewin’s Honeyeaters, revealing activity even when surveyors aren’t on
site.

World Wetlands Day – Seven Mile Lagoon:

Over 200 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers recorded

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMbaLJPh2P4156NEa1aeM7IBtFSLNhLzE8e08JSH7PvWYdYUb2cJ4opDsGHQaOF7m4zn6EIp2yzifkA3bQaeg-yEhEpcmlntPSZSht9lsg-pzPDdJuj4eHNR5MyF064MyM9q0rAavwKC_VjQhXDk_QFNyjv1Ckq6_W31PrtDLoKdrz94mG1hBq32U7onbN9Xo57p9JzTKhdnUOVFBqZCWwK1Vc9MCW2grHt_YLQZYX-xNxIpLE8uTrrIBUA3Y1E2ddLMCq_kGNofMiIfg7_9MT8r4Xbu5KES6keFUfXRagS7nULbktGk6C4EpwcBPWksGQYJBwBTI02MFp-IO7UI467_zXhTbb66NCyo9iNbnkiAR/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h29/h001.qgMHydO_JeTLbF_UziqaMuu0xOFXHQAcFtZ3GoqHOtE


Over 200 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers recorded
250 native plants planted
15 volunteers supporting habitat restoration alongside council partners

Community Voices:
This edition also features profiles of participating landholders and volunteers, showcasing the
shared commitment to improving habitat connectivity and biodiversity on working farms.

Upcoming 2026 Survey Dates:

Autumn: 21 March – 3 May
Winter: 13 June – 26 July
Spring: 19 September – 1 November
Summer: 12 December – 7 February

This project continues to demonstrate the importance of private land conservation in
protecting regional birdlife and strengthening ecological corridors.

Protecting trees in QLD

Felecia and local environmental groups in Kingaroy & South Burnett are campaigning to
protect native woodlands and local habitats, which are under threat from land clearing.

During a recent land clearing event in Taabinga, they discovered that updated mapping from
the Queensland Herbarium, which provides greater protection for trees and wildlife habitat, is
being withheld from public release.

To address this, Felecia has launched a Queensland Parliament petition calling for the
updated mapping to be released and for native woodlands to be preserved.

 Support the petition: Preserve native woodland for climate & biodiversity

“We hope the Toowoomba region can support this so all of Queensland benefits.” — Felecia
Heirdsfield

Interested in knowing more? More information is in the link below:
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Work-of-the-Assembly/Petitions/petition-details/4377-
26#:~:text=The Petition of residents of,native species, including the koala.

Newsletter Report

Dirty Data: Fossil Fuel Donations and the 2025 Federal
Election

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.NV3IV8RXB3BPG-RgoenRivBtRQ8EmfjX_WcyTIgydxMlnbIxop55wObJ8nf4HE9RpSyYNeMuATWOc8kNHPdwlNSb5FwCeIBl7_pAMRfrIUY8BQbhxL5m6uNu8Hlk4NP248VYfY9dEXuNN6mUEGoQEabZyVnz59W6hPBxSBpmlz1p8g1vBUIo9N0FmpekUM6eTleF2WY-DlcwS78MVExt1FU2EdP0_gQbSuVWg2fGixstUbHGFcdLGV7cIGVln2AIAgL8AvRBIOR1iVZycx9n4F1MjVdm0tIEzrWi413rbr_YKJ0rwteZQQu3vw9_IEdgHNflRwFxIwjlGhRTWMqG_vIUWCiU_IfOf2ufZTIHU9Ai657JWkG0hb0GqHnkLf1MNh1TbAMhba5LX8blGELeQq52_NrRExLDU8UtlLPXURUuwpo0u0H0Ep3EEouk19gh/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h30/h001.PtbAuRtbqJEs8_4duTQVfMZuJfBjlomzVd-_Me8aSEU


A new analysis by Climate Integrity reveals that millions of dollars from coal and gas
companies helped fund political campaigns ahead of the 2025 federal election. According to
disclosure data from the Australian Electoral Commission, at least $3.98 million in fossil fuel
donations flowed to major political parties during the 2024–25 financial year.

Major donors included companies such as Adani/Bravus Mining, Hancock Prospecting and
INPEX, while powerful industry lobby groups like the Minerals Council of Australia and
Australian Energy Producers also contributed significant funding. The report highlights
concerns that these donations may provide companies with greater access and influence
over political decision-makers, particularly around approvals for major fossil fuel projects.

The analysis found that both the Australian Labor Party and the Liberal–National Coalition
received substantial contributions from the industry, alongside funding directed to lobbying
groups and third-party campaign organisations. In contrast, no fossil fuel donations were
reported to have been received by the Australian Greens or Climate 200.

Climate Integrity is now calling for stronger political donation laws, greater transparency and a
ban on fossil fuel donations, arguing that reducing industry influence is essential to ensuring
climate policy decisions are made in the public interest. 

Interested in knowing more? The link of the full report is below:
https://climateintegrity.org.au/latest/coal-and-gas-2025-election-donations

Unlocking Solar For Renters Report

Launching Tuesday 10 February

One third of Australians rent, and most cannot access rooftop solar due to the “split incentive”
— landlords pay upfront, while tenants receive the savings.

Our new report is based on a national online consultation with 717 participants (including
renters, landlords and homeowners).

Main recommendations:

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sYv75oRYzrL90Q5hmYcS0GlvBowD2offfp9N0pniaKk8TMZ6kw8uVdPOztkx6PbCwKZgcW6y50y7TEIk70ZjtbF_-80P_7suGzZclPR4bnM5V5RPI8jwjJ-T7Z9jLlpTL4Ov_a6r08B0woW5YvbyBNlRFRthub6Tlsl0BxKpVWP7SArgIfRrfdohL4H5-sKXgHVUyV0I17LqaaU78YowA2nIR7BNQFpXMNw4gCVEtAs72gTxNK9DPFgJAIUlaLBKJbUbYkLc-4T9WqE3LdhmcGBoj2EtzhLmsscq51kcdBzI/4op/gKSgVamWQO-p-SC7XZDDEA/h31/h001.vt9Yt7z0kJiU6dX-5TYXI0AtUGpxQeWRON7PK6azNh8

