
From: Darling Downs Environment Council info@ddec.org.au
Subject: DDEC's April Newsletter

Date: 2 April 2026 at 5:11 pm

 
Welcome to our April 2026 newsletter! It’s been a busy and inspiring start to the year at the
Darling Downs Environment Council, with so many opportunities for learning, action, and
connection.
 
We’re excited to welcome new volunteers and student placements to our team—your
energy, curiosity, and commitment are what make our work possible. Thank you for joining us
in protecting our region’s environment and strengthening community action.
 
Upcoming DDEC Events:

Forest Fever Disco & Gourmet BBQ Fundraiser – Saturday, 11 April at Wilsonton
Lutheran Church Hall. Boogie for trees, enjoy classic tunes, and support Protect Trees
Toowoomba. More details below.
Gowrie Creek Rubbish Clean Event TBC Saturday 25th of April 3pm
Koala Corridor Tree planting event Tuesday 28th 8.30am at Linthorpe

DDEC Updates & Resources:

Save Our Darling Downs and Lock the Gate are fighting to protect the Downs from
Gas on our prime farmland. 
Homes and Trees Forum Recap – Insights from the 4 March forum on balancing
housing growth with tree protection for cooler, healthier, and more liveable
communities. Recording and fact sheets are available online.
Koala Map Posters & Tea Towels – Huge thanks to Alex for creating these beautiful
local koala habitat maps. Available for purchase to support our tree and wildlife
protection work.

Community Initiatives:

LUCI Autumn Walk, Glossy Black Cockatoo workshops, and Fire Management
workshops offer hands-on opportunities to learn about local ecosystems and
sustainable land management.
Imagining 2040: Pathways to Flourishing Futures podcast invites reflection on
sustainable futures for our communities.
Campaigns such as Make Polluters Pay and Protect Native Woodlands highlight
avenues for advocacy and action in climate justice and habitat protection.

mailto:Councilinfo@ddec.org.au
mailto:Councilinfo@ddec.org.au
mailto:palbion@me.com


Finally, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our Committee Members, whose guidance,
dedication, and leadership underpin every project, forum, and campaign we undertake. Your
commitment allows us to continue making a meaningful impact across the Darling Downs.
 
We hope to see many of you at our upcoming events and encourage everyone to get
involved in our programs, workshops, and campaigns. Together, we can continue to nurture a
greener, healthier, and more resilient region.
 
In solidarity,
Ahri Tallon
Coordinator, Darling Downs Environment Council

DDEC Events

Protect Trees Toowoomba Fundraiser: Forest Fever Disco
and Gourmet BBQ



Join us for a dance at Wilsonton Lutheran Church Hall on the 11th of April to raise money 
for protecting our trees in Toowoomba. Branch out and boogie!! There will be separate
space for the gourmet BBQ. Music will also be 60s, 70s and 80s themed for the golden
oldies!'

Buy tickets here!

RSVP Here

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39ispmPgnyBeLzstfRs0GcNQN9EsmgHpHp4LMx9euA86e_cK8DadOCzv6ICw34QBBict1TA5h5d9vHcg6pfQsajR5Rhlwsa8gm8r0O8fqo3AMLnYKpmYSPv_gb6Lgg8iR3fHfV-WDiuBZuEI6938ttbXFXHSCiSbR2ROQRYRfWqtqdX34xHUZtNLnUDoxwuGTzWlczgKRXnQx8rcFIY_RyHEdkIaV3xEyXGDrUR0PiedOnEfE4jIA9ZDGeIiE4uVVV6CMsW1Dakl4315FZeSD12/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h0/h001.Sm8hx2_aPNS39PJoy689qq4RT0yJIVvwtmwByXZpS7Q
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39QuMl9H-6zkbozRNdKf1_fDEVc3BemzSt81y0RQY8yHnWulP5YtGI7Nuu6jpth2qXI9boRdvySQiy4v9BoD1CPTUYDVh1yySuv6jG3Cz6iHra8vpo8uaejhXrjZ7Ct3HIRlGYY6ebnmijzY_12G4EfoSvVWHIReCGwdTV9vZ2MLa6mbBcEa0lLJDJP4-aCb1LPJGkP05wt_3JuTjwpcXdzW4AWdDz8Anwl6zH78oYsXBWv5Y9HHmvyX9tD0RgvWG0iXNqMZQKTDrbZ4akcASo3/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h1/h001.yU9KEBW0qjs8MCtDu-TVV3C5l256yOpzeobRQtr8zlI


DDEC Updates

Last week, the Queensland LNP broke their promise to protect QLD's best farmland from coal
seam gas. They proposed legislation they said will protect it which does the opposite,
removing prime cropping farm land from the Regional Interests Planning Act

This week, Pat Weir is telling farmers their protection is a minister who could step in one day.
For the communities and families who have cared for this land for generations, that's not
good enough.

Call Deputy Premier Bleijie's office today and tell him so.
(07) 3719 7100

The Knitting Nannas are also outside David Janetzki's office weekly from 8am -10am on
Fridays. Please join in.

We need more volunteers to help support Save our Darling Downs farmers to get the
message out in the community so please call out to help.

Watch the update from Lock the Gate here!

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.NV3IV8RXB3BPG-RgoenRiuod44p541hguzggZ_ny0V-EO6b2zz34NMXAZg8utOZc4ypaUXxlA0tFthXbl5Btes5wfgeNM8cY3MY9vwzDVUSwmOvG-MxmC_AhRNcyA73svttfQU7ioh9JBzApacKlgqMgsFPwSuqgDm1DMlI5jAnPRqVwPL6Jbs7SERLcMtvIY-yaDoRJw70z0uQmuHsnz1aODuUK2U1HpGOwLzsQK5vdqUYjD1wop0Wb19_8NIg1CI-LQmBdeF_8gVz-h4j-5B_po-gMqDCkLuHHDoLTP7XDgw2aM3wTAO2JU1_cIH4IB3kBPrahbJ27VHPyCmjrKt0aTAOdN84SWMJanpNf5CEbWXg0Icw1w7R6K406Q1N2aawnISkImFr4xwI-YSbB96Rcdr97TR4tUNOoRveOsUCEXSpn1qs7CPMXSZdnpcBZ1qdlSpXCYdrpvG5nqk2DIXvaui_IS3_QWPA5OU8sYWHNBA7KY0gPuFgbklbUA3nJhan9tpV_fIVBa4duZGeT7hkgRTOQGFXq0pXOCbpdOxqYDIFAp-u4ecZI9Za9MC2ffdvr-Ut7WMkPAli0Uo_HfNnr3eO0TONu2oTad4l9JHY/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h2/h001.ce53bnevpA0sDR90FGegu-lyQXzcmQLEFDSRGkpoqDs


Tree Protections Forum Recap

Thanks to everyone who came to our forum on tree protections and affordable housing.

If you did not make it here is a fact sheet that was distributed:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F8h-XStkvjTRNTGi930UxrnDraEZ1skR/view?usp=sharing

Watch News Footage Here

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMctRoxlFO9O82fTB5zU1O8Gx4CCnIkKmFr7p4jg96EHYQoaeCDB9cgFVL6x1a6j-MmGjAD6104StdkExUhHiD8ftE1PXlJDxOXAJI9wMkH1XmyoYILiqD1RnqG4l8zES0zHdc-JcgZHdRGaofg4jxRDFYhbpEEdLODbUE9hRVfW5ir1DQeLCVZkLmB_yhaI9zlPP-GXuPaf8t-MZ1HG_JPe6rqR_DM74-Op-P0rEr-ccaAXSqKJyudjuooBFuUm6_w/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h5/h001.jkTtB6JyyZmadB_AhvwQfT3AWltDSXhIpdcJF_h6DIE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW1GJm7fH52LAiTq9C8yR9M9mtlpmXS5CrdflBjintZQ79qpbcobPNf-AKBEZSfKLwumLW7r4zdaxtDiIrqtyzwpZ9fHBVBqaHRaJfHNJ-uXbjKWMtjkzb6ttonQP8vF84pRBinaFexEDn9ssDcumgH993_7yjF_H0i0Ei_TA3KYmzygH08FHjOUCgvP7UAAvGEog-03JzF5M8O00dYrt76oteSADRU4_AAEYnV0VZmk3aDSWoexbOGVqp1zLXd2jWrImsHExMX9z0sB-gW_3XFEeTH93GNZ365oyNJgHcaBsyMFSgowL9A06mEs6-g_b0Q/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h3/h001.NJ54tE-TzG8a2bTRZWNt-NJNKS7Hg_I_izEJqFysxgM


Response to Rainforest Reserves Feedback on Renewables
Booklet

This blog post serves as a direct response to recent criticisms regarding DDEC’s renewables
booklet, clarifying that the information provided is based on existing legislative frameworks
and factual operational data. By addressing concerns ranging from the limitations of
environmental offsets to the nuances of energy costs and supply chain safety, the text
emphasizes that DDEC advocates for renewables as a more sustainable alternative while
acknowledging the necessity of ongoing regulatory oversight. Ultimately, the blog reinforces
that while no industrial development is without risk, transparent mitigation strategies and
technical improvements remain the most effective path forward for the energy transition.

For those interested in reading the blog, a link of the full blog is included below:
https://ddec.org.au/renewables-feedback-feb/

Artistic Downs Region Koala Map Posters and Tea Towels

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Alex for creating this incredible map 
representing koala habitats in our Darling Downs region. Your expertise and attention to 
detail are greatly appreciated, this map is incredible!! 

You can now buy these maps as posters $6 and tea towels $20 to help raise funds for 
our work to protect trees and Koalas. 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW_neGvQzQpzZ-oW_Ula513nbT_qE8HuzckQivXSBirRLP4kEleyqLHqOI4gMS56vvfGv8xOl-SAtBXB80H0Ttyr_r7xy4tzYSFdZdtSUZsEu3lVnEIA8WWb5SPfBCJdBHzYZryIOLmtWSdItf4OcUoHbT_FwzneVEijefWS4yiX9IOOQHQHUup3wDXjzCzJHzuhd1U6HGPJo2765w1QFhqxb11NjStg5Zl3Rt5BVRvpm/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h6/h001.Y7nJ--VimpqV6CX7pyuztPpMunwjQ2LOjj64BojBe4Q


Early Description of the Toowoomba Valley Landscape

An account by Archibald Meston provides a historical description of the landscape where
Toowoomba now stands. Recalling a time around 1869, Meston describes how groups
travelled over the Range into a valley that was then dominated by a long, narrow swamp filled
with reeds and large flag rushes, known as “Cambooya.”

According to the account, a small watercourse ran through the centre of the swamp, forming
deep pools and waterholes that supported wildlife such as freshwater mullet and crayfish.
The wetland was bordered by dense vegetation, including tea trees and leptospermum,
illustrating the rich ecological landscape that existed in the area before urban development.

For those interested in the original wording of this historical account, I have attached the text
below for you to read.

Read full text here

Community Events

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW1GJm7fH52LAiTq9C8yR9M_HzWlNAeNgq3CuU_CM5RzImVPjsvlmpObDG2I9jL8i5if9FcJdhiZY0gdp1_QX2-4jPKg2jOVOkKUGyiV_r9tUQIwg_5PPgPkyWC4aXGWyLH8xUGPFrm6H9DD43jeXdnr7bpn9-BY8EF9sLVd0Waej4WwEgJ4HlLXfxb3co8MicEVFEvip4SUAGjbAM4Vd7FXvOfVClG36h8GX3V-lfixpCADJskkIp0AGeXfReRNs4c_LPCpRh7ofLI0s0jZqmbkgTTbC_dRfMFVhk4RLbiqnOAgIeYIe11jpvKl6AyIx1A/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h7/h001.fbLsXIVP7mL5dMNfOZG4dkS7hoF7pBrK_CjxI3U0sFQ


Register to attend here.

Sponsorship Opportunities: 2026 State Landcare
Conference

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hWwGamPY7W-vS4bGbFoLcGE_goybYzUFubWM_2Su_UtRTdFvHo-dwVOJsRLnQq37DMAuBWBUicXkMc3zslxOz2spUapcZm7zuhvcgPNPc0boJb8sjZ7VlKZbcTmzSvCL9vHMS4cJ7Mf0R3-xA6uRKmFucSWs_pUiSWIMqy_aw6akeFA6G5WZTLAP9YomfBjsj8pOrS9NNzyftjt0c2DqbSmoWhJsI2VijVYbVdoK8AXDbJbzXbp13dXQprbinn63cJbJ_9-Y4UjiZVpZHlERYs2pNhGIo6IhycYdFTrBXJiD-nXSzvBOeS-s1k4zOU1gy4r0Srwi-hjLFpPWnACzo0Eo/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h8/h001.MdKdiYXOGhzHjpEROrogDpwai5SMElywNOuQq9RA_n0


Conference

Sponsorship opportunities are now open for the 2026 State Landcare Conference, taking
place 16–17 October 2026 in Murray Bridge. Hosted by All Occasions Group on behalf of the
organising committee, the conference will bring together landholders, environmental leaders,
researchers, industry representatives, community groups and policymakers committed to
building resilient landscapes across South Australia.

The event provides a unique platform for collaboration across community, science, industry
and government, highlighting the vital role that Landcare Australia and the broader Landcare
movement play in protecting natural resources, strengthening biodiversity and supporting
sustainable agricultural systems.

Organisations are invited to partner with the conference to showcase innovation in
sustainable land management, connect with key decision-makers and demonstrate
leadership in environmental responsibility. Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities are
available for organisations working in areas such as sustainability, agriculture, natural
resource management, renewable energy, biodiversity conservation and regional
development.

Those interested in supporting Landcare’s future are encouraged to explore partnership
opportunities and access the Sponsorship Prospectus via the conference webpage.

NAIDOC Week



Questacon Science Circus: Toowoomba Pop-Up 10 & 11
April 2026



The Planting Programme is this May!



From 1 to 3 May,  Woodfordia returns to put hands in the ground together. What began with
10,001 trees in 1997 has grown to more than 135,000, a quiet, living testament to what
community can do over time. Autumn is settling in now… softer light, cooler air. It is a good
time to plant. 

Alongside the tree planting, the weekend unfolds with music each evening and, through the
days, a gentle offering of talks, walks, play and kids activities, and spaces for stillness among
the trees. It remains a small and intimate gathering, shaped by care for place and for each
other. 

There are a few special offerings across the weekend too, Mario Queen of the Circus,
bringing his playful world, Troy Cassar-Daley and Joe H Henry with their storytelling from
near and afar, Sásta and Dizzy Days for that ‘end of the planting day’ dancing energy and of
course, Costa and dirtgirlworld, ready to walk with our younger generations on the path of
falling in love with nature.

Find the full program from the link below:

The Planting

We know times are not simple for many right now. That is felt here too. All the

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3ZCA8IEmH8Tlb7WN1TD4gzE_0NwzVN9T1S9OVZNzHOwFgQAcmxhzlbHmfDgCaKjVxfpDtgnr7CzH3N2r5l3L7g2fm9AF-M0p7iy98XyV0rY1qhFFic7uWAR1fvQpSPrEK4lYJdL8gMzfAFLWqvYzHv3t34zvEpj-GcD2u3dqw0sNC_uhENgEtSCAq9lvsxlYHekIiXaCjNXCbeOMpk9i1U0lwTCyzs8biAoIzOLgFnmGsg9rH_sNeiFkEUyWDqPAltMrX87XyS7AoAcbLR3m18n3dtwTxdNRl1pmMk1aZDyRi8Cwd6uNGDuvckHEsnINqieI-FxXx20GZUAUituQ8sciGPaj0qMuju-k6BARuGD8/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h9/h001.63kOTa-jbOmf3HqFlbqGkIJvNIq-f0bPhPyK4--7xn4


We know times are not simple for many right now. That is felt here too. All the
more reason, perhaps, to come together in something grounded, hopeful, and shared. 

If you’re not able to join us in person, you can still take part in this growing story. We invite
you to make a $20 plant-a-tree donation, a simple act that helps bring new life to Woodfordia.
Your contribution supports the full journey of each tree, from soil preparation and planting to
mulch, nutrients, and those crucial early days of care. Thank you in advance for your
generosity.

Donate Here

Help bring Sustainable House Day to life in your
community

Sustainable House Day is back on Sunday 17 May 2026, opening doors to real homes 
across Australia and showcasing practical ways to make homes more efficient, affordable and 
climate-ready.

From thoughtfully designed new builds to retrofits, small upgrades and all-electric homes, the 
focus is simple: real people sharing what works. The impact is clear — 70% of past 
attendees say they plan to make changes to their own homes within six months.

A key part of what brings Sustainable House Day to life locally is the role of community 
organisations.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW3y5t2ePHqFji-2CPqNQAxIjs8I5CU-P1v6I-4z4OytF_i12YhtUiALTdH7G1gvaGgjPPYMiRrxXxPQNbbqlobZgBLHmy7JJqugYAGd5r35X1PaHdEvPBd0MoEwzDNPGIf0qqF7tu4u6quivPIQiGEKqhMkW2EiA8EC-rqD7qceHyIDQeULF1qX4YQclb2JFA-5Zxlw5sj5PUMCMQaukTYWN98XGM6L-fJaqMrj2Bmleq9lGFdoGEdJRzokRl1ZFlKLN84Q6GsAiQwaePRBjtqwbPtYK4vv6SBfEkeO4XI4UNBfmBrIP85ZeBh8vHO5Vcz5_FeQJgfhKTEBA-yDRyhNusG3s4Z7B6w8up7LQ1c3R/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h10/h001.QEHwVOaBlgBnWXMzXAylloivVOyeQ9SZFydCsyD3C-k


Become a Community Partner Community Partners help turn this national event into 
meaningful local action. Whether it’s a workshop, retrofit Q&A, building tour or community 
talk, your event becomes part of the wider Sustainable House Day program.

In return, you’ll receive:

Promotion through Sustainable House Day digital and social channels
Listing on the official website
Recognition as part of the national network
Two complimentary tickets

 Apply to become a Community Partner

While applications to showcase homes have now closed, this year’s program will feature a 
diverse range of homes — from apartments to family houses, renters to homeowners — all 
sharing practical, real-world sustainability solutions.

Sustainable House Day is more than just an event. It’s about communities learning from each 
other and taking the next step toward more comfortable, affordable and climate-ready homes.

Learn more below:

SHD Website

Fire Management in Grassy Woodlands: Science & Practice
Workshop

Fire management in grassy woodlands: 

Presenters UQ’s Dr Annabel Smith and Danyel Wolff (Turner Family Foundation) have
been undertaking on-ground fire research over the past couple of years at Hidden
Vale. 
Learn how different natives and exotics respond to different fire regimes and
applications for your property management. 
Morning tea provided and attendance is free for LUCI members and $10 for non-LUCI
members. 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtftJfXG55u5vdafVsB7jwRwhVbPq77MfCbUwfnTzsk3KKKGByerG9nO5oqIYQRJJ141E7shKaWMC4mcHAGXA9fMRa6gKYuw1LeQ3GVX9aO5kE93bK_ieiuvezbt0o6z4O9rivpvl1O6cf7C_KQDRCLZZffaOd4WL7XJ-iXXiDEXjJP4o8tzOzRAhYQGK41FOaAdkAVHhGwjSH2v99cjcM6hWedOx9DaTNBzATMZhMqJTb5PAHRda1FRCKluHv1mQpw/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h12/h001.RZGsgxKMV8u44HmGbguh6IAwWJ_4fa6Urd42RNu8iDE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtftJfXG55u5vdafVsB7jwRxB65_CTsIajXe6SpSgKOp57F5QOlkrd8f8rnC4AxKGt0XfOyPir2jqHFzh6bc5ofq0154ErED9F9lnJeLmuORfUnXnxo5s3jwjowt0DlQMsV__6AFVc6n0yaBd_AlMORmYGvss5I76QO1jBULnwZxgYT2EgaohKNupIcDui7gBTG0rO_MAVcGwv6ZwzWINnFNFiXfOCM5U-J7fPQgcQ7UbUFrUsTqaHtKNsYyMr0UkzFiSxckddcQh3jqVLhjXgG0/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h11/h001.Keat84OVujmvvXmd4jMtHMMdEp0qE8AdmPeLCATYk9Q


members. 

If you are interested in becoming a LUCI member, contact LUCI secretary Pam Murphy to
find out more or check out our Get Involved Page on the LUCI website.

We look forward to seeing you at the workshop!

April - Saturday 11th 9:30 am

LUCI Website

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVFYkB4oIzdeU-x21fith8YfsXViJA2uqX5RUqpQ_5SGIl2y5Pvjq7F0R4cmhH0B0_42_A9Sjb93Pl_z37vFTCWZ1XBUOhyj-oNzDleQKbTycu9LrfFXJscozIMezNmzEDENtfMNSSzcPuhpG_3_ofq-EOnlvAm2-JcR4o3WTKm_HurULZC5gThKmusJWjzain6kJvF-upbrsVa3NjvLDeUK8i6Wv2yiM8Jx5GW7QDO3qRtJFV8uPOXkHsmmo-BNGrv4TDOu13LqvfAcvWiIH60/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h13/h001.eP2Buwqpeyp5XI3ezqiekcww1e2LINuvhLns2n9vS6Y
mailto:secretary@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au


Community Updates

We are sharing two recent developments in Australia’s energy system, one raising 
concerns and the other highlighting a path forward.

The Australian Energy Market Commission(AEMC) has proposed increasing fixed daily 
electricity charges, so households would pay more in unavoidable costs regardless of how 
much energy they use. While framed as a fairer way in cost sharing, it actually reduces 
incentives to save energy or invest in rooftop solar and batteries.

Independent modelling by Green Energy shows that:

A household with solar and a battery could be $400 to $700 worse off every year
Low income households could pay $100 to $200 more per year

Those most impacted include renters, apartment residents, retirees and low energy users. 
The proposal also benefits network service providers by locking in more stable, guaranteed 
revenues while shifting the greater costs onto households who have less ability to reduce 
their bills, even when investing in solar or cutting energy use. This contradicts Australia’s 
clean energy transition, especially as households have already invested over $25 billion in 
roof top solar, now contributing more than 14% of national electricity supply.

At the same time, the Unlocking Solar for Renters report highlights a key gap in the transition. 
With 1 in 3 Australians renting, many miss out on around $1,400in annual energy bill 
savings.

The challenge is known: split incentives
Landlords pay. Renters benefit

The report draws on a Pol.is campaign with 717 participants, 

Imagining 2040: Pathways to Flourishing Futures

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcbW00rtmztA-hjLX7wFsRjH69UstUQ6Lr2LGoss2Jj7ad849PY2Wjqawqg7vXAgMsUz3RBYRvtvo7xdjL21AzysRKXX0jI9JjjCa76pHE98B_FJ-JMDqqUrpEUsny4xFCq5N3LAR0p6SCxDhYo_tRiyAOOvBxrun6qBtpZx9WwQ21suqXb0orc_3_qfG2rv_r3ZbcoGJ0qETkLjzIZ6p6uMnGbnfeK7YD4t_g6F2beXOEJ5T3HEE2oFVV813_S4ukh-1XSj6n4hmhfbKNrWlM5hB2z_3yMo8xz-cJGJ-HcL/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h14/h001.nms-ZYG-sih5101nA108d5d8wp0etnqMQqbtW0AXOx8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcbW00rtmztA-hjLX7wFsRgKNcQCqfbDb51g1nht64wx9MbFus-Gw8SY4aJ0iYS3OVTF2NZ7ERrXUzYjb5AEzmcUmIlszdEMeZ1yn1zC3WSYjTYD4N8Awnm77PdezS3wRPLFggz72bAu-wbyLzXBmvCpM-dUaDLmjdm_5MwE9pcI7m_rvpQW0j3HM-yeuVskiLDxGge86hMHge-oeGL4-amIIZ-0QBjkoMLbzBYKSshP8c7oH3Es4Lg9auq8dv9LXSjNCCoIgAOwOjHFTR4egsSrdKh93VFSMau6tBuk4ma-uNip5I5WDZNQ1aX30K6Dtg/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h15/h001.BnK-4mfuw91cQSER779lB00SBZuoiN45yKqlaStc_Dg
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Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment (HOPE) Inc. has launched the Imagining
2040 – Pathways to Flourishing Futures podcast series, inviting Australians to reflect on what
a thriving and sustainable future could look like by 2040.

The series creates space for hopeful conversations about environmental and social
challenges, encouraging citizens, community leaders, educators and decision-makers to
explore how collective action can shape a more just, resilient and sustainable Australia. By
highlighting diverse voices and practical ideas, the podcast emphasises that meaningful
change happens through many small actions taken together.

Through accessible discussions and community-focused storytelling, Imagining 2040 aims to
inspire reflection, strengthen public imagination and support citizen-led advocacy for a
flourishing future for people, communities and the environment.

Interested in learning more? You can find the website and podcast series at this link:
https://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/continuing-imagining-2040-pathways-to-a-flourishing-
futures-podcast-series/#:~:text=In response to an encouraging,by actively enriching the
conversation.

Tax Wealth, Not Work Campaign

Sign the open letter here!
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Sign the open letter here!

The rich are getting richer while the rest of us struggle.

On March 14, a new grassroots campaign, Tax Wealth Not Work, launched via Zoom, 
calling for a shift in how wealth is taxed in Australia. The campaign argues that extreme 
wealth should be taxed more fairly, rather than placing the burden on working and middle-
class Australians, as inequality and cost of living pressures continue to rise.

The campaign builds on the strong response to British economist Gary Stevenson’s 
Australian tour. He warned that inequality in the UK has worsened, with declining working-
class wealth, a struggling middle class, and fewer young people able to afford homes. He 
also highlighted how years of austerity have weakened the government’s ability to respond.

The key warning:
If wealth becomes too concentrated, governments can lose real power.

Even if people vote for change, governments struggle to act because wealth is controlled by a 
small minority.

At a global level, UN expert Olivier De Schutter has criticised the current system for serving 
the “frivolous and destructive demands of the ultra-rich”, instead of prioritising ordinary 
people.

The campaign also highlights the influence of wealth on climate action and politics, including 
the role of powerful industries and wealthy donors such as Gina Rinehart, and ultimately 
proposes solutions like a Citizens’ Assembly to give Australians a stronger voice.

Tax wealth, not work.
It’s time for people power.

A moment to celebrate – Renewables deliver!

It can be hard to pause when there’s so much going on but moments like this are worth 
recognising.

New figures show that in the December quarter, renewable energy including wind, solar and 
batteries supplied more than 50% of electricity in the National Electricity Market for the first 
time.

This milestone had a real impact. Wholesale electricity prices dropped by around 44% 
compared to a year earlier, falling to approximately $50 per megawatt-hour. At the same 
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compared to a year earlier, falling to approximately $50 per megawatt-hour. At the same 
time, coal output fell to its lowest seasonal level on record, gas to its lowest since 2000, 
battery discharge nearly tripled, and emissions declined.

According to the Australian Energy Market Operator, this marks a “landmark moment” for 
the grid demonstrating how sustained investment in clean energy and storage is reducing 
reliance on higher-cost fossil fuels and putting downward pressure on prices.

While the system still relies on coal and gas at times of peak demand, these results show that 
renewables are delivering as intended.

It’s a strong reminder that progress is happening and that the transition to a cleaner, more 
affordable energy system is well underway.

So, take a moment to reflect on how far we’ve come and let’s keep building momentum.

Read more about this below:

'Landmark moment': Renewables' record surge sends power prices tumbling

AAFCS Wealth Solutions Club

Your money shapes the world — even while you sleep.

In Australia, most of us interact with money through super, banking and everyday financial 
decisions. These systems help fund what gets built next, including energy and infrastructure. 
But for many people, understanding where their money goes and how to align it with their 
values can feel complex and overwhelming.

The Wealth Solutions Club by AAFCS is designed to change that.

This is a 90-day, peer-supported online program that helps participants take practical, 
achievable steps to align their money with a cleaner, more sustainable future. It’s built for 
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professionals looking for a low-pressure, beginner-friendly way to take climate action through 
everyday financial choices.

Across the program, participants learn:

What their super and banking may be funding
How to ask better questions and make informed decisions
How to build simple, repeatable habits that stick over time

The program is co-designed with UNLESS Financial and supported by Market Forces, 
ensuring the content is practical, credible and grounded in real-world insights. It focuses on 
education and habit-building — not personal financial advice — so participants stay in control 
of their decisions.

With a time commitment of around 30–60 minutes per week and a cost of $50, it’s an 
accessible way to build confidence and take meaningful action.

Learn more or join the program below:

AAFCS Wealth Solutions Club

Koala Alliance Calls for Stronger Protections in Queensland

A coalition of conservation organisations and community groups has urged the Queensland
Government to strengthen its proposed koala conservation strategy to better protect the
state’s declining koala populations. In a letter to Environment Minister Andrew Powell, the
Queensland Koala Alliance welcomed the government’s focus on koala conservation but
warned that the current plan lacks the scale, enforceable protections and long-term funding
needed to halt population decline.

The alliance highlights habitat loss and fragmentation as the biggest threats to koalas and is
calling for stronger measures, including a ban on clearing core koala habitat, expanded
conservation efforts beyond South East Queensland, and increased investment in habitat
restoration and wildlife corridors. The group also emphasises the importance of partnering
with First Nations Traditional Owners, expanding Indigenous ranger programs, and improving
scientific monitoring and public reporting of koala populations.

With the 2032 Summer Olympics approaching in Brisbane, the alliance says the moment
presents a critical opportunity to safeguard one of Australia’s most iconic species before
international visitors arrive. The coalition is seeking to work collaboratively with the
government to ensure the strategy delivers real, lasting outcomes for koalas and
Queensland’s ecosystems.
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Interested in learning more and taking action to protect koalas? Visit our Alliance page on the
Queensland Conservation Council (QCC) website:
https://www.queenslandconservation.org.au/

Protect Our Birdlife from Rat Poison

Scientists have released the findings of a study into the cause of death of Masked Owls
collected across Perth.

All 13 birds from the south-west and three from metropolitan Perth, had been exposed to
long-lasting 'second generation' anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs), commonly known as
'one-dose kills' poisons available in common household brands.

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) is currently seeking
submissions on the proposed regulation of dangerous rat poisons that kill wildlife. Join us in
calling for all SGARs to be removed from public sale, to protect our wildlife into the future.

Sign the Birdlife Petition

Fix our feed- From Teach Us Consent
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Fix our feed- From Teach Us Consent

Social media is a tool that was designed to bring people together; today, its algorithm
promotes misogyny, causes political polarisation and a tidal wave of mental health challenges
and loneliness. The algorithm is designed to maximise engagment, provoking strong
emotional reactions, this is creating new levels of exposure to prejudice mindsets and
behaviours.

23 minutes for a new account posing as a teenage boy to receive misogynistic content. 73%
of Gen Z have received misogynistic content. Teenage boys have recently overtaken men as
the most likely perpetrators of child sexual abuse. In the past year sexual violence has
increased by 10% in Australia. This is not a coincidence.

We plead with the Australian Government to implement a required ‘opt-out’ option to
algorithms on social media. Restoring user agency and consent is crucial to the safety of
social media users and society.

Sign the letter to our Prime Minister Anthony Albanese to ‘Fix Our Feed’.

Sign The Letter
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Join Groundswell and Vote for DDEC to Get $40k

Groundswell Giving has released It’s Up To Us, a powerful new guide designed for
philanthropists ready to increase their impact in climate action. The publication highlights
emerging trends in climate philanthropy and offers practical guidance on how donors can
invest strategically to support transformative solutions.

With the global climate window rapidly closing, the guide stresses the urgency of mobilising
greater philanthropic support to strengthen the climate movement and challenge the influence
of the fossil fuel industry. Without a significant increase in climate funding, efforts to shift
political, corporate and social momentum toward stabilising global heating may fall short.

To help drive meaningful action, Groundswell provides a range of opportunities for funders to
get involved — including lifetime memberships, a Major Giving Circle that co-funds high-
impact climate initiatives, and immersive learning trips with climate experts and fellow
philanthropists.

For those ready to take their climate giving to the next level, It’s Up To Us is both a call to
action and a roadmap for investing in the solutions our planet urgently needs.

Interested in kowing more? The website link is below:
https://www.groundswellgiving.org/its-up-to-us-report

How to start your energy transition journey?
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How to start your energy transition journey?

Step 1: Audit and Compare (Cost: $0)

The Utility Bill: Check your bill for the "Could you save money on another plan?" box.
Retailers are legally required to show their cheapest offer.
Energy Made Easy: Use the federal Energy Made Easy website to compare your
actual usage against every available plan in your area.

Step 2: Low-Hanging Fruit (Cost: Low)

Seal the Leaks: Use draught stoppers ("snakes") and weatherstripping for doors and
windows. This can cut heating/cooling costs by 25%.
Laundry & Bath: * Wash clothes in cold water (saves 80% of laundry energy).
Install a low-flow showerhead and a kitchen tap aerator.
Vampire Power: Plug your TV and entertainment gear into a power board with a master
switch to kill "standby" power instantly.

Step 3: Major Efficiency Upgrades (Cost: Medium-High)

Hot Water: Swap a resistive electric heater for a Heat Pump Hot Water system. It uses
roughly one-third of the electricity for the same amount of hot water.
Insulation: If you own your home, top up your ceiling insulation. It can reduce climate
control bills by 15–20%.

Step 4: Right-Sized Technology (Cost: High)

Solar PV: Install a system sized to your daytime needs first.
Battery Sizing: Don't just buy the biggest one. Calculate your average overnight usage
(Daily Imports ÷ 30) and add 20%.

Note for 2026: From May 1st, government rebates (the Cheaper Home Batteries Program)
will begin to "taper" for systems larger than 14 kWh. Staying under 14 kWh often provides the
best value-for-money.



Read more about energy transition here:
https://www.essentialenergy.com.au/our-network/future-energy/energy-
transition#:~:text=Everyone has a role to,and generation (rooftop solar).

Condamine Climate Smart Grazing

The Growing Climate Smart Grazing in the Condamine River Basin project is a four-year
initiative delivered by Southern Queensland Landscapes and funded by the Australian
Government through the Natural Heritage Trust under the Climate-Smart Agriculture
Program. The project aims to help landholders in the Condamine River Basin develop more
sustainable, productive, and climate-resilient grazing systems. It provides on-ground support,
training, and collaboration with First Nations partners to improve land management practices,
increase soil carbon, enhance ground cover, and strengthen the long-term health of
agricultural landscapes.

The program supports practical actions such as improved grazing management, pasture
upgrades, innovative ground cover strategies, better water management, and the use of
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traditional First Nations cool-burning techniques to regenerate pasture and reduce bushfire
risk. Landholders can also attend workshops and field days to build knowledge and learn
about opportunities in emerging carbon and biodiversity markets. Overall, the project focuses
on improving environmental outcomes while supporting farm productivity and long-term
sustainability in the region. 

Interested in knowing more, see the link of Southern Queensland Landscape below:
https://www.sqlandscapes.org.au/Growing-Climate-Smart-Grazing-in-the-Condamine-River-
Basin

Developer Donations Ban Under Review: What It Means for
Queensland

Queensland’s ban on political donations from property developers may be lifted. This is a
move the state’s corruption watchdog warns could increase corruption risk.
According to the ABC, the Queensland Crime and Corruption Commission says removing the
ban could reopen pathways for undue political influence, particularly in planning and
development decisions.
The ban was introduced to prevent conflicts of interest following past corruption cases and
has been a key safeguard for transparency in government.
With growing development pressure across the state, integrity experts warn that weakening
donation laws could undermine public trust and impact community and environmental
outcomes.
Staying informed and engaged is essential as this issue continues to unfold.

Read More

TRC’s Community Grants Revitalised

Toowoomba Regional Council has endorsed a simplified and revitalised Community Grants

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMeJdPuEmn7D7xCLPriU0wk7pPPUB6Tj8wUqJ8IhrVH1bmK2DVN0ECaD-CjtgTb9OBIZNAtdpKUFqKHFh1_94UUrt_qce_3_6sB3IjPn_avOBiO0SwgRiMPNa50VfH_V0H45zJaSwLh0JdkERJ3KRkHsNUdJz3Maka0IiNiFuSHftrEUuV6v8YYE4EKli9k3W413nYtmEwTzKF6vnTYJ8LodWnm8VjyZiC_qW5LHmEF5jBdIRaWBnx_by1zSa1sRB60skaEHMDuzdW3lxbWOa5PgtFeGM3-FeCB642OlFOIdREkamcyBLTueH_zWcKNNBdw/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h30/h001.aVnXCpsxXPrjsCzteGeQkAF9DCaaN9yWt4nrUM6j_q0
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Toowoomba Regional Council has endorsed a simplified and revitalised Community Grants
Program, making it easier for eligible community and not-for-profit groups to apply for funding.

From the 2026/27 financial year, Council will move to one clear Community Grants Policy
and Guideline, replacing multiple former grant programs with a streamlined application
process. Applications for the new funding round open on 1 July 2026.

The updated program introduces clear funding categories:

Micro grants: up to $1,000
Minor grants: $1,001–$10,000
Major grants: $10,001 and above

The new approach removes previous funding caps, offers clearer guidelines, and prioritises
fairness, transparency and accessibility—particularly for regional applicants. Preference will
be given to new applicants and projects that support community connection, partnerships,
facility upgrades or new services.

Community information sessions will be held in March and April, with application support
available through Council’s Grants & Sponsorship Officer and Community Development
Officers.

Learn More on Council’s Website 

The Quarterly Quail: Summer Highlights (Feb 2026)

We’re pleased to share the latest update from the Birds on Farms Lockyer-Toowoomba
project, delivered in partnership with BirdLife Australia.

Since December, the team has completed 23 bird surveys across 10 local properties,
recording an impressive 226 individual birds. The most commonly observed species was the
Noisy Miner, followed by Torresian Crow and Red-backed Fairy-wren, highlighting both the
diversity and challenges within our regional landscapes.

Project Highlights:

Camera & Acoustic Monitoring Success:

A major highlight was footage of a Black-breasted Buttonquail pair with two chicks, an
exciting and encouraging record.
Audio monitoring detected species including Barn Owls, Sacred Kingfishers, Leaden
Flycatchers and Lewin’s Honeyeaters, revealing activity even when surveyors aren’t on
site.

World Wetlands Day – Seven Mile Lagoon:

Over 200 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers recorded
250 native plants planted

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMbaLJPh2P4156NEa1aeM7IBtFSLNhLzE8e08JSH7PvWYdYUb2cJ4opDsGHQaOF7m4zn6EIp2yzifkA3bQaeg-yEhEpcmlntPSZSht9lsg-pzPDdJuj4eHNR5MyF064MyM9q0rAavwKC_VjQhXDk_QFOxJhAtIbIJZgDb5-rXEmVUVaCo3cr3S2dykx5vobet8mmuG3j9XUzUzhYIW6PoqJBSyOTRu6wC4tjUwVKbJA4WoviWv2-ZAzNtwrAZAaxcT0aYNhD1da2krCqwS6xK0o7D2srjZVYB0hmac1McwlaKxV_OqFE_4aIO-2EkOq9E07_jZo6051jZga3QshIkfu1V2xwflD4hZYDW_ooX9jMU/4pg/RSpJu2T4Tzuxyo80dIebDA/h31/h001.qsOlVNjeQ_Fz9z3bt6G4jhoGhyx70GEzAdoKPmYcy1w


250 native plants planted
15 volunteers supporting habitat restoration alongside council partners

Community Voices:
This edition also features profiles of participating landholders and volunteers, showcasing the
shared commitment to improving habitat connectivity and biodiversity on working farms.

Upcoming 2026 Survey Dates:

Autumn: 21 March – 3 May
Winter: 13 June – 26 July
Spring: 19 September – 1 November
Summer: 12 December – 7 February

This project continues to demonstrate the importance of private land conservation in
protecting regional birdlife and strengthening ecological corridors.

Protecting trees in QLD

Felecia and local environmental groups in Kingaroy & South Burnett are campaigning to
protect native woodlands and local habitats, which are under threat from land clearing.

During a recent land clearing event in Taabinga, they discovered that updated mapping from
the Queensland Herbarium, which provides greater protection for trees and wildlife habitat, is
being withheld from public release.

To address this, Felecia has launched a Queensland Parliament petition calling for the
updated mapping to be released and for native woodlands to be preserved.

 Support the petition: Preserve native woodland for climate & biodiversity

“We hope the Toowoomba region can support this so all of Queensland benefits.” — Felecia
Heirdsfield

Interested in knowing more? More information is in the link below:
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Work-of-the-Assembly/Petitions/petition-details/4377-
26#:~:text=The Petition of residents of,native species, including the koala.

Dirty Data: Fossil Fuel Donations and the 2025 Federal
Election

A new analysis by Climate Integrity reveals that millions of dollars from coal and gas
companies helped fund political campaigns ahead of the 2025 federal election. According to
disclosure data from the Australian Electoral Commission, at least $3.98 million in fossil fuel
donations flowed to major political parties during the 2024–25 financial year.
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donations flowed to major political parties during the 2024–25 financial year.

Major donors included companies such as Adani/Bravus Mining, Hancock Prospecting and
INPEX, while powerful industry lobby groups like the Minerals Council of Australia and
Australian Energy Producers also contributed significant funding. The report highlights
concerns that these donations may provide companies with greater access and influence
over political decision-makers, particularly around approvals for major fossil fuel projects.

The analysis found that both the Australian Labor Party and the Liberal–National Coalition
received substantial contributions from the industry, alongside funding directed to lobbying
groups and third-party campaign organisations. In contrast, no fossil fuel donations were
reported to have been received by the Australian Greens or Climate 200.

Climate Integrity is now calling for stronger political donation laws, greater transparency and a
ban on fossil fuel donations, arguing that reducing industry influence is essential to ensuring
climate policy decisions are made in the public interest. 

Interested in knowing more? The link of the full report is below:
https://climateintegrity.org.au/latest/coal-and-gas-2025-election-donations

Federal Government approves Origin Energy’s massive new
gas project as cyclone rages in Far North Queensland

The Queensland Conservation Council has criticised the Federal Government for approving a
new Australia Pacific LNG project that will allow 1,695 additional gas wells in the Surat Basin,
arguing it locks the state into decades of higher emissions and worsening climate impacts.
QCC’s climate lead, Jenny Brown, says this is the third major fossil fuel project approved in
Queensland this year, amounting to an estimated 555 million tonnes of future emissions,
more than Australia’s annual domestic output:

“This is the third major fossil fuel project Murray Watt has approved in Queensland this year.
In less than three months, he has already signed off on 555 million tonnes of new climate
pollution in his own backyard, far more than Australia’s annual domestic emissions."

“This approval condemns Queenslanders to ongoing climate destruction, while people in
Cape York shelter from a cyclone and many others around the state are cleaning up from a
summer of climate change-driven extreme weather."

"Whether it's groceries, petrol, insurance premiums, or the constant threat of another climate
disaster and the financial and mental strain that puts on families - Queenslanders are feeling
the crunch right now."

“Approving projects like Origin Energy’s 1,695 gas wells will only make that crunch worse.
Today the Federal Government has demonstrated they are turning their back on
Queenslanders in a time of crisis to focus on lining the pockets of fossil fuel corporations.”

The decision addresses real pressures Queenslanders are already facing, from cyclones and
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extreme weather to rising living costs and insurance premiums and argues that expanding
gas development will deepen those burdens. According to QCC, the approval shows the
Federal Government is prioritising fossil fuel companies over communities still recovering
from climate-driven disasters.

Queensland coal and gas projects, Murray Watt approved this year:

Project Emissions Operating Until

Origin's gas project in Surat
Basin

119 million tonnes 2061

Yancoal and Peabody's
Middlemount coal mine in
Bowen Basin

236 million tonnes 2044 (additional 7 years)

Stanwell's Meandu coal
mine near Tarong

200 million tonnes 2039 (additional 4 years)

TOTAL 555 million tonnes
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