
Annual Park Care Report 

Upper Redwood Park – Sep 26 
 

Description of Park Care Area 
• The territory covered by the Upper Redwood Park Care Group covers parkland adjacent to 

Prince Henry Drive from the Bridge Street intersection, down to the lookout known as Lovers 
Outlook, a distance of around 850 metres. 

• The terrain is escarpment land, with relatively confined and narrow areas of gentle slope, 
giving way to steep embankment. 

• At the time of white settlement, the area was covered with dry rainforest. In the early 1900’s 
the area now known as Prince Henry Heights was cleared for dairy farming. The escarpment 
was also cleared of valuable timber including Red Cedar. Over many decades the area 
became infested with introduced woody weeds, predominantly privet and lantana which have 
dominated the escarpment slopes.  

• Despite the weed infestation, over 250 species of native dry rainforest plants, including ground 
covers, flowers, shrubs and trees, are currently represented in the area covered. A near-
pristine area of rainforest has been uncovered in a specific area around 80m down the 
escarpment. This rainforest is growing on rock talus, suited for the long roots of rainforest 
species such as figs, giant stinging trees, bloodwoods, etc but not suitable for shallow-rooted 
invasive trees such as privet. The rainforest serves as a valuable source of seeds for 
regeneration, carried by wind and birds into adjacent areas once they are cleared of the privet 
and lantana. 

• Park regeneration activity (clearing of invasive species) commenced in the area in Sep 2020 
• Progressively work is extending up and down the length of PHD, as well as penetrating further 

down the escarpment. 
 
Vision 2030 

• By 2030, a 60m wide section extending one kilometre down Prince Henry Drive from the 
Bridge Street intersection down past the lookout known as Lovers Outlook (roughly 6 ha): 

o will be free of privet and lantana, as well as other invasive weeds notably cobblers 
pegs, blackberry nightshade, fleabane, climbing asparagus, tree pear and others, 

o will be thriving natural ecosystems, representative of the original dry rainforest margin 
with flourishing bird and animal life, 

o will have walking trails to enable the enjoyment and experience of the public 
o will require minimal ongoing maintenance (due to diligence in eradicating the seed 

bank of invasive species) 
 
Maintenance activities: 

• Once an area is cleared of invasive privet or lantana, weeds flourish due to additional sunlight, 
and lack of protective ground cover.  

• Bidens pilosa (cobblers pegs) seeds can still germinate for up to 5 years, whilst Solanum 
nigrum (blackberry nightshade) can last up to 10 years. Deeper burial in soil can extend life 
even further, so disturbed soil (eg bandicoots digging) will often result in a flush of weed 
regrowth. 

• Mild winters result in year-round growth and germination of weeds. 
• Heavy persistent maintenance is required for an extended period of time until the weed seed 

bank is exhausted and regrowth of weeds arrested.  



• Broadleaf weeds such as cobblers pegs, blackberry nightshade, and fleabane are sprayed 
with Starane (fluroxypur). Results are evident within 24 hours. Woody weeds and green panic 
are sprayed with Glyphosate. Foliar spray usually takes up to 4 weeks to be evident. 

• The most effective control for privet and lantana is applying 50% glyphosate immediately to 
the stump after cutting at ground level. Both will resprout without herbicide treatment. 

• In warmer months, patrolling and spraying is every 2 weeks. Frequency is vital to prevent 
weeds flowering and seeding. 

• In cooler months, germination still occurs, particularly following rain, and patrolling periods 
may be extended slightly to 3 or 4 week intervals. Spraying is less effective in cooler weather 
and is best done mid to late morning to optimize plant absorption. 

• Around 15-20% of total activity time is generally spent on weed control. 
 
Detail of work undertaken to date 

• Sep 2020: Work commenced 
• 2021: Roughly 20m-wide strip cleared opposite 342 to 350 PHD 
• 2022: Area widened and extended down to opposite 338 PHD 
• 2023: Area opposite 338 and 340 cleared 80m down to rainforest 
• 2024: Triangular area adjacent the exit gate cleared 
• 2025: Area opposite 346 and 348 cleared 60m down steep escarpment, area of road reserve 

near Lovers Outlook cleared of invasive privet, lantana and other weeds 
• 2026 (to date): (a) Upper PHD - area beyond Robertson Crescent, half-way to Bridge St 

intersection, cleared 60m down steep escarpment, including good quality track for 
maintenance, (b) Lower PHD – further significant area of road reserve from exit gate down to 
Lovers Outlook cleared (Dr John Swarbrick Park surrounds) 

• 2026 achievement: The renaming of the park area opposite Lovers Outlook to Dr John 
Swarbrick Park was passed unanimously by Council. 

• Vigilance is controlling weeds prior to flowering and seeding is yielding dividends with 
significant reduction in volumes of weeds in maintained areas 

• Total area cleared to date is approximately 38,000m2 involving 3,960 man-hours of effort 
 
Plans for coming 12 months: 

• Substantially clear Dr John Swarbrick Park including the surrounding road reserve areas. As 
of 1 September 2026, the road reserve corridor has been cleared to the bench seat 
overlooking the lookout. 

• Clear remaining escarpment area between Robertson Crescent and Bridge Street. 
• Clear down to fence line below 344 to 346 PHD - the privet in this area was heavily thinned in 

early 2025 
• Extend maintenance track from present 450 metres to around 750 metres  
• Continue to prevent flowering and regrowth of invasive weed species 

 


